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Abstract:

Language is subject to variation across individuals due to its dynamic nature.
Among the key dimensions influencing linguistic variation is gender, with males and
females often exhibiting distinct patterns of language use. Thus, one noticeable area
where this variation emerges is in the expression of politeness. This study aims to
explore gendered differences in the use of politeness strategies on social media,
focusing specifically on Algerian youth. To investigate this phenomenon, a mixed-
method approach was employed within a case study framework using a
questionnaire and an interview to collect necessary data. The findings serve as
evidence that gender plays a significant role in shaping online politeness strategies.
While both genders strive to be polite, women tend to employ more overt
expressions of politeness, whereas men often adopt more indirect or subtle forms.
These findings reinforce the notion that gender-based linguistic variation is a
persistent sociolinguistic reality, manifesting not only in offline communication but
also within digital spaces.

Keywords: Algeria, Gender differences, Language variation, Male and Female,
Politeness strategies, Social media, Sociolinguistics, Youth

1 Introduction:

Politeness strategies accompany human beings in their daily life
interactions. Those are essential tools for people to navigate their
ways out of a social situation. Although natural, politeness is in reality
an intricate series of choices that are constantly made. Whether saying
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something or keeping quiet, being overly direct or a bit more implicit,
acting in a polite and socially acceptable way could be a true brain
teaser. One thing that cannot be denied is the existing difference
between males and females. When it comes to expressing politeness,
the two genders show different approaches to the matter and tend to
make their choices differently. Politeness is, thus, more than a matter
of acting good mannered, it is about linguistic choice, a choice that
differs according to gender.

Men and women use their linguistic abilities differently in real-
life interactions, and the same applies to the virtual world they
navigate. Gendered politeness extends to social media contexts where
each party uses language in a thoughtful way. This raised interest
around the issue of gendered politeness on social media. In order to
investigate the issue, two research questions were formulated:

1- To what extent do male and femalediffer in their use of
politeness on social media?

2- What types of politeness strategies are adopted by each gender
in online communication?

The questions were addressed in hypothetical terms as follows:

1- There is a significant difference between males and females in both
the frequency and manner of using politeness strategies on social
media, with female users generally employing politeness more
frequently and in more indirect ways than males.

2- Male and female adopt different types of politeness strategies in
online communication, with females more inclined toward positive
politeness (e.g., compliments, expressions of solidarity), while males
tend to favour negative politeness or more direct, clear, and
unambiguous communicative strategies.

selka meryem, kaid slimane hynd 2
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1.1 Politeness Defined

Broadly speaking, politeness can be seen as a kind of
behaviourthat maintains good social harmony. In the reality,
politeness is much more complex than that. It is not a matter of
superficial courtesy but rather a reflection of social norms and
expectations, culture, and intricate linguistic choices. Brown (2015)
claims that “politeness is essentially a matter of taking into account
the feelings of others as to how they should be interactionally treated”
and highlighted that in order to ensure such thing, linguistic choice
was a crucial element to be considered. As for a fact, caring about
others’ feelings implies a delicate use of language where one would
carefully formulate their ideas into something that would potentially
not be misinterpreted, rude, or hurtful.

From a sociolinguistic and pragmatic perspective, many scholars
attempted to define the concept of politeness in relation to
language.Leech (1983: 81), states in relation to politeness that one has
to “maximize the expression of polite beliefs, minimize the expression
of impolite beliefs”. Yule (1996) finds that politeness could be seen as
a fixed concept and that it was synonymous with etiquette, tact and
overall sympathy which are all socially and culturally governed. On
the other hand, Watts (2003)suggests that politeness was much more
than the common sense knowledge of the concept which includes the
context related, everyday expressions of politeness like saying
“please” and “thank you” whenever required. Instead, he highlighted
the importance of linguistic choices and says that politeness is
strategically used to maintain face, an idea that was also approved of
by Yule who claimed that politeness could also be about being aware
and considerate of the other person’s face in an interaction, which
often reflects a sense of respect.
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1.2 Politeness Theory

When it came to the definition of politeness, different scholars
gave different points of view on the matter. However, a majority
acknowledged the existence of the concept of ‘face’ which is closely
related to politeness. The idea of ‘face’ was initially introduced by
Goffman (1967) which was later adopted by Brown and Levinson
(1978) in their politeness theory. In fact, face is about the desired self-
image of a person and the way they want to be seen. It is the public
image that one presents and strives to maintain in a social interaction
to avoid conflict or embarrassment.The two scholars, developed the
idea of face into positive face, the desire to be appreciated and
negative face which represents the desire to be independent and not
imposed upon. Therefore, in a social interaction, people make use of
politeness strategies to protect those faces and minimize what Brown
and Levinson called face threatening acts (FTA) i.e. any utterance or
comportment that would violate either types of face that the person is
trying to protect. Those strategies include on-record, positive
politeness, negative politeness, off-record, not doing the FTA, a kind
of spectrum that allows people to pick the desired level to avoid a
FTA situation. So, the scholars provided a theoretical framework and
a clear explanation over the way people act in daily interactions while
trying to save their face as well as that of the person in front of them.

1.3 Politeness and Gender

Despite being closely related to culture and society; politeness
may also be shaped by gender. In fact, social norms impose certain
stereotypes and expectations that differ for men and women even
when it comes to expressions of politeness. Politeness is not only a
matter of social norms but also gender roles. This issue was of
paramount importance in sociolinguistics and led scholars such as
Robin Lakoff (1975), the pioneer of the field of language and gender,
to take a closer look at it. When it comes to politeness, Lakoff
suggeststhat conventionally speaking, women usually have an unclear,
indirect, repetitious and meandering speech while men show the
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complete opposite. This shows that women tend to be politer than men
and this is distinguishable from a very early age.

Lakoff (1975) finds that women tend to use a more formal,
hypercorrect, and ‘super polite’ language which is not the case of men
who tend to be more casual with the use of more slang forms. She
noted that within female exclusive groups, some women may use
some forms of camaraderie similarly to men but that in mixed groups
this feature completely vanishes away. Moreover, women are more
prone to use tag questions and hedges which reflects their social
inferiority to men who tend to be seen as more powerful and thus
more eligible to use a direct and assertive language. This view reflects
the social expectations that treat women as inferior to men with a
restricted social role.

Sekhri (2022) conducted a gendered linguistic study within the
Algerian speech community. Her research unveiled that men and
women do not talk the same and this is particularly the case when it
comes to expressing forms of politeness. The researcher states that
generally speaking, men tend to treat language as a simple
communicative tool to get things done. On the other hand, women
value social relationships and acknowledge the fact that language is a
means to preserve good relations thus they are more formal and
extremely polite especially when it comes to requesting or
complimenting. Therefore, it is safe to say that women are more polite
than men and are more caring over their interlocutor’s feelings as they
carefully choose their words to achieve their ends.

Overall, previous works on language and gender clearly show
the differences between men and women particularly when it comes to
linguistic choices. In their day to day interactions, women seem to be
politer and considerate of their as well as their addressees’ face while
men tend to be more casual and direct as they focus more on getting
things done or directly conveying their ideas. This difference of
politeness level is most certainly a reflection of social expectations
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and norms which usually are hyper-fixated on women’s comportment
rather than men’s. However, it is interesting to see whether those
differences are also reflected on the virtual worlds of social media.

2 Methodology and Data Analysis

This section will deal with the practical aspect of the research
work by shedding the light on the employed methodology as well as
the data analysis and interpretation.

2.1 Methodology

This paper investigates the issue of the use of politeness
strategies on social media platforms and the influence of gender on
such linguistic choices. As an attempt to answer such concerns, a
mixed method approach was employed in order to explore the issue by
collecting both qualitative and quantitative data. A case study was put
in place a research method. This one was exploratory single
instrumental and embedded as the case was divided into two groups
corresponding to the two genders. Concerning the sample, a number
of 30 young Algerian people took part in the research by answering an
online questionnaire and an interview. They were equally divided into
male and female groups in order to analyse data.

In order to collect enough data to talk about the issue at hand,
the researcher employed two research tools. First, an online
questionnaire was administered. The gquestionnaire included a mixture
of questions that allowed the collection of different kinds of data. The
answers were later analysed quantitatively and qualitatively and some
graphic representations were provided to summarize the findings.
Next, a semi-structured interview was used which allowed the
participants to talk freely about the topic. The collected results were
also analysed and summarized.

selka meryem, kaid slimane hynd 6



ELWAHAT Journal For Research And Studies Vol ( 18)/Issue (2) (2025): 1-17

2.2 Data Analysis

This section is concerned with the quantitative and qualitative
data analysis as well as a comprehensive data interpretation.

2.2.1 Questionnaire Analysis

In order to collect sufficient data around the studied issue, a
questionnaire was administered to a number of young Algerian guys
and girls with ages ranging from 20 to 35 years old. The collected data
was carefully analyzed and summarized as follows.

Q1: Which social media platforms do you use daily?

In order to identify the most used social media platforms
according to the participants, this question was formulated. The
answers revealed that the most used platform among Algerians of all
ages was Facebook/ Messenger with a rate of 38.46%, followed by
Instagram with 34.61%. 19.23% of the informants prefer TikTok, a
platform that was mostly selected by the youngest participants of the
group. Only a minority of 7.68% chose other options like Reddit and
Telegram.

Tablel. The Most Used Social Media Platforms by Algerian Youth

Application Number Percentage
Facebook/Messenger 20 38.46%
Instagram 18 34.61%
TikTok 10 19.23%
Others 4 7.68%
Total 52 100%

Source: SELKA Meryem& KAID SLIMANE Hynd (2025), A Gendered
Analysis Exploring Politeness Strategies on Social Media: case of Algerian
Youth, page 5

Q2: How often do you use social media?

selka meryem, kaid slimane hynd 7
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In order to have an idea about the frequency of use of social
media, the participants were asked to select one of the offered options.
Both genders mostly selected ‘always’ (73.33%) as they considered
they used social media pretty frequently. 66.66% of the male
participants claimed to always use social media while the remaining
33.33% claimed to use it sometimes. For the females, 80% always use
social media while 20% use it sometimes

Figl. Level of Daily Use of Social Media

= Always = Sometimes

Source: SELKA Meryem& KAID SLIMANE Hynd (2025), A
Gendered Analysis Exploring Politeness Strategies on Social Media: case of
Algerian Youth, page 6

Table2. Level of Daily Use of Social Media According to Gender.

Gender Male Female
Always 66.66% (n=10) 80% (n=12)
Sometimes 33.33% (n=5) 20% (n=3)
Total 100% (n=15) 100% (n=15)

Source: Ms. SELKA Meryem&Dr. KAID SLIMANE Hynd (2025), A
Gendered Analysis Exploring Politeness Strategies on Social Media: case of
Algerian Youth, page 6

selka meryem, kaid slimane hynd 8
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Q3: How often do you use politeness expressions on social media?
The participants were asked this question to know if they are
prone to using expressions like ‘please’, ‘thank you’, ‘sorry’, even on
social media. The results showed that the majority of the participants
(83.33%) always use these kinds of expressions while 16.66% said
they used them sometimes. According to gender, there were equal
proportions i.e. no gender influence as both males and females
selected ‘always’ with a rate of 80% while 20% selected ‘sometimes’

as their answer.
Fig2.Frequency of Use of Politeness Expressions

= Always ® Sometimes

Source: Ms. SELKA Meryem&Dr. KAID SLIMANE Hynd (2025), A
Gendered Analysis Exploring Politeness Strategies on Social Media: case of

Algerian Youth, page 6

Table3. Frequency of Use of Politeness Expressions According to

Gender.
Gender Male Female
Always 80% (n=12) 80% (n=12)
Sometimes 20% (n=3) 20% (n=3)
Total 100% (n=15) 100% (n=15)

Source: Ms. SELKA Meryem&Dr. KAID SLIMANE Hynd (2025), A
Gendered Analysis Exploring Politeness Strategies on Social Media: case of

Algerian Youth, page 7
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Q4: What strategies do you use to be polite on social media?

In order to see if males and females use more or less the same of
different politeness strategies, the participants were asked to answer
this question. when it comes to males, most of the participants claimed
that they used direct language as their main politeness strategy with a
rate of 33.33%. Other informants 20% claim to use a soft tone, while
some use emojies, compliments, and humor with equal rates of
13.33% respectfully. Only a minority 6.66% use an indirect language.
On the other hand, females claim to mostly use emojies as a way to
express politeness with a rate of 28.57%. A large number of female
informants use compliments and direct language on social media with
equal rates of 19.04% for each. 14.28% claimed to use a soft tone
while a score of 9.52% was obtained for the use of indirect language.
Finally, equal rates of 4.76% were obtained for both the use of hedges
and humor as a politeness strategy.

Fig3.Gender and Most Used Politeness Strategies on Social Media

35,00%
30,00%
25,00%
20,00%

15,00%
10,00%
5,00% l I
0,00% . .

] (2 < o (2 ] Y
& o N N < O
& ° & & © &P &
& & N & & A <
-° o N e \’
& kQ/O (JO Ny
& N $©
N <
S
Q
B Q%
Q,Q/\

B Male ™ Female

Source: Ms. SELKA Meryem&Dr. KAID SLIMANE Hynd (2025), A
Gendered Analysis Exploring Politeness Strategies on Social Media: case of
Algerian Youth, page 7
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Q5:Do you adapt your level of politeness according to the person you
are speaking to?

This question was asked to gain insights into whether the
addressee plays a vital role into shaping the level of politeness of the
speaker. Regardless of gender, both males and females mostly agreed
that the level of politeness does have a lot to do the person they are
speaking to even on social media. The participants revealed that social
media is a reflection of the real world thus, if one tends to adapt their
politeness level on a daily basis they would certainly do so on social
media as well in a kind of unplanned and natural way. Also, the
informants claimed that it was important to do so mostly because they
do not know the person that much and would fear misunderstandings
and wrong interpretations which often happens on social media. Some
male participants, however, suggested that they were less likely to
adapt their language and politeness level and that they treated
everyone the same, while another participant claimed that he would
“match the other’s energy” meaning that their politeness level would
depend on the other person’s politeness.

Q6: Do you think that men and women use different politeness
strategies on social media?

As for to know whether the participants are aware of differences
between men and women particularly when it comes to politeness
strategies, this question was formulated. The informants’ answers
showed that for the most part, both genders consider that men and
women are different and this transcends even to the application of
politeness strategies on social media. For the female participants, men
and women do not talk the same and it even applies to politeness
strategies. In fact, women tend to be described as softer, significantly
intimate and more considerate of other’s feelings. They are seen as
emotional creatures. Also, women tend to be polite to everyone and
anyone. On the other hand, men are seen as less afraid of being called
‘rude’ as they are less careful of their public self-image. Moreover,
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men usually seem polite with people they do not know on a personal
level and are less careful, more casual and sarcastic especially around
close friends. From the males’ gaze, men tend to associate politeness
to the addressee, if they consider that the other person deserves to act
polite around them they will. But globally speaking, men consider that
politeness strategies are not a matter of gender but rather a matter of
education and principals. This means that men consider that they will
naturally act politely in whatever shape or form they consider suitable
to the situation. Nevertheless, they are very considerate of the way the
person in front will act. If they feel a bit of rudeness, they would not
fear to act the same way.

Q7: Is politeness on social media really important? Why?

This question reveals whether, nowadays, politeness is still
something to be considered even on social media. The informants
unanimously agreed that politeness was a very important parameter in
life in general. Since social media is only a reflection of what could
happen in real life, politeness remains a highly significant. In fact,
both genders consider politeness as a major element to keep harmony,
peace and foster a good socialization on social media. Being polite on
social media is only a reflection of the person’s true character, thus
omitting politeness from one’s speech would create a kind of
misunderstanding and even uncontrollable wildness. Moreover, it
helps preserve self-image. Social media is a parallel diffusion of real
life. The people one can talk to on social media are real, their
experiences are real, and their existence is real. Hence, their
experiences on social media are real too, seeing someone act
impolitely on social media would create the same kind of disturbance
that one could feel if they saw the same scene in real life. Therefore, it
is of paramount importance to coexist politely and humanely and
enhance digital morals as much as it is important to be in real life.
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Q8: Do you think that people are less polite on social media than in
real life? Explain.

In order to see to which degree is ‘face’ preserved, the
informants were asked whether the level of politeness is lower on
social media when compared to real life. The results showed that all of
the informants regardless of gender consider that there is some part of
truth to the statement. In fact, many informants claimed that people
tend to be less polite on social media because they are protected by
their screens and sometimes even unknown usernames. This gives
them a sense of power. Moreover, on social media, people are less
likely to bump into eachother again, whether it be in real life on in
another comment section, therefore, they feel less restricted. In a way,
their ‘face’ is protected by the screens that separate every user from
the other, a separation that can sometimes be misused.

2.2.2 Interview Analysis

In an attempt to ensure the reliability of the previously collected
data thanks to the questionnaire as well as to get more qualitative data
and a further insight into the topic, the use of an additional tool was
required. A semi structured interview was conducted with 6 youthful
Algerian guys and girls. The participants had to answer a few
questions that revealed the way youngsters express politeness on
social media and how gender influences their actions.

Q1: Do you use politeness strategies online?

As a first question, the participants were asked whether they
made use of politeness strategies on social media to see if they gave
importance to politeness even in the virtual world. Regardless of their
gender, all of the participants agreed that politeness mattered whether
in real life or in social media. politeness reflects one’s true character.
If a person is rude on social media, they most certainly are in real
interactions as well. The participants said that they often would use
politeness expressions like /sahiit/ ‘thank you’ or /Allah iXaliik/
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‘please’ whenever needed, or give compliments. Female participants
seemed to give frank and straight forward compliments like
[3iitthabbal/ or /Xerjetpupia/ ‘you look amazing” while men were
more reserved /artist sa7bi/ ‘you look good’ or /sa7iit/ ‘nice job’.

Q2: Are there particular situations where you try to be more polite?

In order to see if the addressee plays a role on the person’s level
of politeness, the participants were asked this question. The answers
revealed that, regardless of gender, both guys and girls tend to adapt
their level of politeness according to the person they are conversing
with, even on social media. The participants admitted that it was a
natural, unplanned reaction and a kind of reflection of what they
would have done in a real life interaction. Some guys mentioned that
they would adapt their speech if speaking to a girl versus speaking to a
guy by fear that girls would not accept the highly explicit and crude
language that guys may use with each other. Girls, on the other hand,
consider that they usually are polite no matter the situation but they do
emphasize their politeness when speaking with a stranger or an older
person.

Q3: Do you think that your gender influences how you express
politeness?

This question was formulated to see if the participants were
aware of the influence of gender on language use, particularly
regarding politeness. The results showed that the informants mostly
acted the way they did in an unconscious way and linked their polite
speech to their education saying that they were always raised that way.
However, female participants seemed more attached to those values
compared to males who would not hesitate to use a harsher tone if
needed.

Q4: Have you ever adapted your online communication style to align
with gender norms or expectations? In which ways?
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The final question focused on social norms and expectations
towards each gender when it comes to language use and expressing
politeness. Here, female participants claimed that they sometimes did.
Although they usually act politely anyway regardless of the situation,
sometimes, they feel restricted by social expectations and the famous
‘what would people say’. An interviewee claimed that she felt the urge
to insult someone back in the comments if they were rude to her but
would stop herself by fear of judgement. She stated “what is posted on
social media will always remain there or at least some trace of it. This
could ruin your whole image if the wrong people see it”. Girls also
claimed that they usually have to show a feminine image to the world
and are expected to be soft and gentle even in situations they don’t
feel like it by fear of being categorized as impolite. Male participants
however did not give much importance to social norms and did not
feel as pressured. They claimed that they acted in whatever way they
felt like depending on the situation. They are mostly polite but can
easily turn tables if the situation required it.

2.2.3 Discussion

From the collected data, a few ideas could be deduced
regarding the issue of politeness on social media according to gender.
The administered questionnaire revealed that the idea of ‘face’
although not commonly shared by everyone is still something that
people pay close attention to even if it seems unconscious. WWomen
tend to be more careful with this because of social beliefs that shape
the way they act whether in real life or on social media.Different
politeness strategies can be employed by either genders. People do
acknowledge that the two genders have their preferences but the use of
different options remains an unconscious matter. As for a fact, men
and women tend to lean towards different strategies with women
opting for a softer tone, emojies and compliments while men prefer to
use a direct language.
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From the interview, the idea of politeness on social media is
grasped by both genders, although they may have different ways to
express it as well as different perceptions of it. While men seem to be
direct and honest, women may find softer ways to express their true
feelings. However, when it comes to being vulnerable and showing
appreciation and giving compliments, women are more open while
men tend to hide their feelings. Both genders expressed the
importance of politeness even on virtual interactions as those only
reflect what a person is capable of doing in real life. Therefore, people
tend to be polite and try to save face even if their ‘face’ is hidden
behind a screen. However, females are more concerned about their
‘face’ and are more careful when it comes to social expectations while
men are not afraid of saying what they think out loud.

Finally, social media is not much different from a real life
interaction. Whether people are separated by simple screens,
kilometers or continents, both men and women care about self-image
and politeness even if they express it according to their own
preferences. Politeness remains a crucial part of everyday speech and
interactions even within virtual connections on social media.

3 Conclusion

This article explores the use of politeness strategies on social
media in relation to gender as a social variable among youthful
Algerians. The study included a number of young Algerian males and
females who took part of the investigation to determine whether
gendered differences in language use truly exist, particularly when it
comes to being polite on social media. The results showed that men
and women do show different ways of expressing politeness. In fact,
both consider that politeness is a highly important thing that must be
preserved even in virtual interactions. When it comes to politeness
strategies, males tend to be direct and clear employing a straight-to-
the-point kind of language. Alternatively, women seem to be more
soft and thus use positive politeness strategies including giving
compliments as well as an indirect language that strongly focuses on
the other person’s feelings. Therefore, women are very often polite
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with almost everyone and in every situation while men tend to adapt
their politeness to the situation itself. All in all, men and women are
entirely different, even in language use. Both genders can be polite but
each expresses politeness in their own unique way.
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Abstract:

Digital citizenship has gained growing attention in contemporary sociology
due to the digital revolution and the rapid advancement of communication
technologies. These developments have introduced new notions of identity
and behavior in the digital space. This article adopts a socio-conceptual
approach, grounded in Marc Prensky’s concept of the “digital native,” to
examine digital citizenship as a set of behaviors and standards guiding
ethical, responsible, and safe technology use. It highlights key dimensions
and challenges of digital citizenship, particularly amid the strong influence
of social media on youth. The article concludes with practical
recommendations to encourage conscious and constructive engagement on
digital platforms.

Keywords: Digital citizenship, Digital behavior, Digital space, Social media,
Youth and technology

1. Introduction:
One of the key indicators of advancement in modern societies is the
increasing level of citizenship among individuals, groups, and
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institutions. Citizenship, in this context, represents a comprehensive
concept encompassing the principles, values, ideologies, and
philosophies that define a society. High levels of citizenship reflect a
heightened degree of social and political maturity and awareness that
go beyond mere legal affiliation to the state. They embody the
individual’s recognition of their rights and responsibilities toward
their society and environment through active, positive participation in
promoting social development, cohesion, progress, and stability.

In light of the rapid social and cultural transformations shaped by the
dominance of technology—particularly with the emergence of new
digital platforms and the widespread influence of social media—
citizenship has resurfaced as a central concept, though no longer in its
traditional sense. Rather, it has taken on a new dimension shaped by
the very tools and technologies that define interaction and
communication in today’s world. This shift has brought to the
forefront the concept of digital citizenship, a natural and
complementary extension of traditional citizenship.

Marc Prensky, an American technology expert, coined the term
digital native to describe individuals who were born into the digital
era and have been immersed in digital technologies since early
childhood, making these tools an integral part of their daily lives. This
digital evolution has given rise to a generation of digital citizens—
individuals who adopt various technological practices to contribute to
the advancement of their nations.

Digital citizenship refers to a set of norms and standards that
guide both individual and collective behavior in the digital world. It
defines how technology and the internet should be used ethically,
safely, and legally, based on principles of responsible, optimal, and
conscious usage in the modern age.

All of this necessitates a deeper exploration of the concept of
digital citizenship: its definitions, dimensions, objectives, significance,
as well as the challenges it faces and the influence of social media on
its development. The article also examines the main fields of digital
citizenship and concludes with practical recommendations for its
application on social networking platforms.
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Before defining digital citizenship, we will first clarify the notion of
the digital citizen.

2. Defining the Digital Citizen:

A digital citizen is characterized by the ability to use information and
communication technologies effectively for research purposes and to
seek out practical opportunities that yield impact. This individual is
literate not only in traditional reading and writing but also in digital
symbols and electronic texts, which they actively employ within the
digital space. A digital citizen communicates positively with others
through various technological means, participates in diverse activities,
and manages their time efficiently. (Nagy , 2019, p 71)

The digital citizen is someone who has grown up alongside the
rise of digital technologies—intuitively understanding them as part of
the so-called "digital generation.” A digital citizen is also defined as
an individual who uses the internet regularly and effectively, was born
during or after the technological revolution, and has developed the
awareness and knowledge necessary to engage with technology
meaningfully.One is described as a digital citizen when they
demonstrate competencein using digital devices.(AlKahtani,2018,p26)
-Asman Gungoren summarized the characteristics of the digital citizen
as reflected in their respect for the cultural values of societies within
the digital environment, their understanding of human, cultural, and
social issues related to technology, their adherence to legal and ethical
behavior, their secure and lawful use of digital tools, their
responsibility toward digital information, and their engagement in
leadership initiatives in digital citizenship.(Isman & Giingéren,2014,
p.p73-77)

- Al-Qahtani further emphasized the distinct characteristics of the
digital citizen, describing them as individuals who uphold ethical
behavior, enjoy freedom of expression, respect privacy in the digital
world, and take a stand against cyberbullying.(AlKahtani, 2018,p.p 57-97)
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3. Definition of Digital Citizenship: Starting with the Concept of
Citizenship:

3.1. Definition of Citizenship:

The linguistic origin of the term citizenship in Western civilization
raises questions about the appropriateness of its equivalent in Arabic
(muwatana) to convey the same conceptual meaning. According to Al-
Mu jam Al-Wajiz (The Concise Lexicon), the term muwatana is
derived from the root “watana — yatinu — watanan,” meaning “to settle
in a place” or “to reside.” The verb awrana refers to the act of taking a
place as a homeland. Watana nafsahu ‘ala al-amr means ‘“he
committed himself to something,” and tawasfana indicates “settling or
preparing oneself.” Al-mawin denotes any place where a person
resides, and al-wasan refers to the place of one’s residence or home,
whether it is one’s birthplace or not. Its plural is awzan (homelands).
(Zayed, 2011, p 34)

It is clear from the above that the term citizenship (muwatana)
is linguistically derived from the Arabic root wasana or the expression
wazana bil-makan, which means "to reside in a place." The verb
awtanahu ‘ala al-amr conveys the sense of internalizing an action and
consenting to it. (Arabic Language Academy, 2004; p1042)

Hilal and others define it from a psychological perspective as

the feeling of belonging and loyalty to the homeland and political
leadership, which represents a source of satisfaction for basic needs
and a means of self-protection against existential threats.(Hilal,2000,p
25)
Citizenship is a lived practice exercised by the citizen, who fulfills
their duties in exchange for receiving the rights guaranteed by the
constitution and the law. It reflects the bond and mutual commitment
between the individual and the state, enabling the citizen to integrate
into society and participate actively and positively at all human and
social levels, driven by a strong sense of belonging, loyalty, and love
for their homeland.

Effective citizenship pertains to social processes and
community practices, and is closely linked to both formal and
informal social institutions such as schools and families, as well as
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informal entities like media, peer groups, and neighbors. Citizenship
involves individuals performing complex roles as producers and
consumers of goods and services, contributing to the economy and
cultural development, while also engaging in social and personal
development and  enhancing  their  professional lives.
(EIKhoulie,2012,p27)

Citizenship also refers to the mutual obligations between the
individual and the state, highlighting the rights and duties of both
parties. It represents a status or social relationship between an
individual and a political community—a relationship defined by the
laws of the state, encompassing rights and responsibilities for both the
individual and the state. (Abdel-Kawi, 2016; p. 399)

3.2. Dimensions of Citizenship:

Citizenship encompasses several dimensions, including—among
others—the social, political, legal, and cultural-behavioral dimensions,
which can be summarized as follows:

3.2.1. The Social Dimension:

The individual's identification with the homeland is rooted in a sense
of belonging to a group of people within a defined and internally and
externally recognized geographic space. This sense of belonging
represents an effort to construct identity, which in turn informs one’s
loyalty based on their understanding of that identity and its
characteristics.

3.2.2. The Political Dimension:

Today, citizenship is increasingly understood as a form of civic
behavior involving active and daily participation in community life,
rather than merely a legal status linked to the granting of nationality.
A good citizen engages fully in public life, including the right to form
political parties, to protest and assemble, and to contribute to shaping
the political system.

3.2.3. The Legal Dimension:

This dimension refers to a set of rights and freedoms that citizens
should enjoy without restrictions, except those imposed by the
community. Legally, citizenship implies a relationship between the
citizen and the state as a geopolitical entity governed by constitutional
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and legal texts. These legal frameworks establish, on the basis of
equality, the various rights and duties of individuals toward society, as
well as the mechanisms through which these rights are exercised and
duties fulfilled. Nationality is often considered the primary criterion
for defining who is a citizen, and upon it rest all associated political,
civil, economic, and social rights and obligations.
3.2.4. The Cultural-Behavioral Dimension:
The practical exercise of citizenship is closely linked to the prevailing
cultural system within a society. Customs, values, traditions, and
social norms contribute—often unconsciously—to the integration of
the individual into social life. These cultural elements shape the
conditions under which rights and duties are understood and practiced
on the ground.(Aljazzar,2014,p401)
4. Digital Citizenship:
The concept of digital citizenship is considered one of the
contemporary notions that emerged in parallel with the rise of social
networking platforms. Numerous factors influence digital citizenship,
which is regarded as a set of competencies that should be cultivated
among students within educational settings. These competencies are
shaped by digital tools in general, and by social media in particular.
They include the importance of acquiring digital security skills,
fostering intellectual resilience, developing essential digital literacy
skills, mastering the art of dialogue, promoting mutual understanding
and tolerance, rejecting rumors, combating cybercrime, and distancing
oneself from deviant ideologies.(Al-Qahtani & Yahya, 2018, p86)
Mike Ribble and his colleagues define digital citizenship as: “The
norms of appropriate, responsible behavior with regard to technology
use.” Four years later, he offered a more developed definition of
digital citizenship as “Students’ understanding of human, cultural, and
societal issues related to technology, and their practice of legal and
ethical behavior in relation to it.” (Ribble, & Bailey, 2007, pp 6-7)
Digital citizenship, as defined by Mossberger et al. (2008), is
the use of technological resources to accomplish tasks and
responsibilities related to the individual and their nation. A digital
citizen is someone who possesses the ability to read, write,
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comprehend, and navigate through information available via modern
technological means.

Digital citizenship is also defined as: “a set of standards, principles,
and methods that an individual must possess while interacting with
others through digital tools and platforms, such as email, blogs, and
information networks like Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, and other
forms of social media” (Mossberger, & Caroline & Ramona,2008, p103)
"Digital Citizenship is defined by the Social Encyclopedia as a set of
behavioral norms governing the use of various technologies for
electronic information exchange, full digital participation in society,
and online commercial transactions”

5. Objectives of Digital Citizenship:

1- Promoting a culture of civilized engagement with advanced
technology and awareness of the legal dimensions of its use.

2- Integrating into digital life to participate in social, educational,
cultural, and economic activities.

3- Harnessing technology, modern digital communication, and work
skills, and using them safely in the information age to maximize
professional, academic, social, cultural, and spiritual benefits—thus
enhancing communities’ chances of success across various aspects of
life.

4-Reinforcing respect for the concepts of privacy and freedom of
expression in the digital world while linking them to national identity.

5-Adopting a preventive policy against the risks of technology and a
motivational approach to optimize its benefits.
6- Emphasizing the positive aspect of the digital revolution, which
opens broad horizons of hope for the citizen's future.
7- Raising awareness of rights, duties, and responsibilities in the
digital world.
8-Encouraging positive and effective participation in the digital world
to contribute to the advancement of society.
9- Preparing students to face the challenges of the digital world with

Tadjeddine hadfi, Rabah benaissa, mohamed abdelmanef hadfi 24



ELWAHAT Journal For Research And Studies Vol (18)/Issue (2) (2025): 18-36

confidence, competence, and innovative approaches.
10- Fostering teaching and learning through the use of digital
technologies (Abdel-Raouf,2018,pp93-94).

6.The Importance of Digital Citizenship:

The importance of digital citizenship lies in its ability to guide
ethical digital behavior and promote meaningful engagement with
real-life issues. It plays a crucial role in shaping individuals—
especially from childhood—who can critically understand the cultural,
social, and human dimensions of technology. One example of this is
(Al-Musallamani,2014; pp 37-38):

o Safe practice and the responsible, legal, and ethical use of
information and technology.

e Adopting positive behaviors in technology use, characterized by
collaboration, learning, and productivity.

« Assuming personal responsibility for lifelong learning.

« Digital citizenship contributes to preparing individuals capable of
positive and effective participation in the development and
advancement of society.

The growing importance of digital citizenship in the present era stems

from several key reasons:

e The increasing rate of crimes associated with the use of modern
technological devices, such as bank account hacking, cyber
extremism and terrorism, and digital espionage.

e Users' deviation from the primary and constructive purposes of
modern technology, manifesting in phenomena such as digital
drugs, electronic addiction, and neglect of social responsibilities.

e The emergence of negative habits related to modern
communication tools, such as walking while using mobile phones,
or using phones in inappropriate or restricted places.

e« The appearance of physical and psychological health issues,
including eye dryness, joint pain due to poor posture, and
psychological conditions like withdrawal and social isolation—
especially among those addicted to digital devices.
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« Significant time loss in front of electronic screens, which has
negatively impacted overall productivity.

« Electronic addiction, where technology no longer simply serves us
but, rather, directs our behavior—even shaping public opinion.

(EI-Moghawi ,2017,pp42-43)

7. The Nature and Classification of Exchanged Information in the

Context of Digital Citizenship:

As a digital citizen, the individual participates in a continuous

exchange of information within virtual environments. In this

participatory context, computers and the internet often act as modern

tools of surveillance, collecting digital data from various users—

reminiscent of traditional espionage practices. In response, many

countries have established centers and developed software systems

dedicated to automated network surveillance, aiming to obtain both

communication and data-related information. Accordingly, members

of society must be aware of the value of the information they

disseminate and ensure it is framed within boundaries of respect,

privacy, and particularly, protection of personal data.

The information exchanged within digital citizenship can be classified

into five major categories:

- Social Information:

This refers to sensitive data on a society’s social and class structure,

including political and religious affiliations, education, public health,

minority groups, and human rights—information vital to the societal

identity and potentially exploitable for conflict.

- Intellectual and Political Information:

This category covers data on political and intellectual elites, including

leaders, ministers, activists, and journalists. Such information can be

used to influence their positions, potentially reshaping national policy

and political discourse.

- Economic and Service-related Information:

This includes data on economic conditions and public services—such

as education, healthcare, banking, and investment—which constitute

the foundation of a state’s functionality and sustainability.
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Scientific and Research Information: Scientific and research
information includes data on academic research, innovation,
methodologies, and researcher profiles, including their affiliations and
working conditions within key institutions and industries.

- Military and Security Information:

This refers to data about military organization and structure,
personnel numbers, training qualifications, weaponry, deployment
strategies, and internal security systems, including intelligence
services and other security agencies. (Aljazzar,2014,pp404-405)

8. The Main Challenges and Difficulties Facing Digital
Citizenship:

Despite the opportunities and enabling environments offered by the
virtual space to realize and embody the principles of digital
citizenship, this concept still faces numerous challenges and
difficulties in terms of practice and implementation. These challenges
span both intangible cultural dimensions and tangible material factors,
as detailed below:

8.1. Cultural and Intangible Challenges:

While digital citizenship fosters diversity, it also reveals cultural and
civilizational tensions shaped by globalization. A key challenge lies in
the "technology culture"—its accessibility, societal integration, and
awareness—highlighted by the digital divide between developed and
developing countries

8.2. Material Challenges:

These challenges involve inadequate infrastructure,limited digital
access, and disparities in user skills and digital literacy. In many
developing countries, poor connectivity,government restrictions,and
language barriers exacerbate the digital divide and hinder broad
societal integration into the digital environment.(Al-Kout,2015,pp71-72)
9. The Impact of Social Media on Digital Citizenship:

9.1. Positive Impacts:

Digital citizenship has introduced a new positive dimension to the
lives of millions of people, bringing about cultural, social, political,
and economic transformations across entire societies—primarily
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through the influence of social media platforms. Among the most
significant positive effects are the following:

e Promoting Citizenship  Values Among Individuals
Social media can serve as a powerful communication tool for
government institutions and influential public figures to highlight
national achievements and reinforce civic values on a wide scale.
These platforms help instill patriotic principles either directly or
indirectly across broad segments of their user base.

* A Window to the World

Millions of users from both Arab and non-Arab societies have found
in social networks an open window to explore global ideas, values,
and cultures freely and interactively.

» Opportunities for Self-Empowerment

For individuals who lack opportunities to express themselves or
establish an identity in their local communities, social media offers a
digital space to build and present a globalized self-image through
personal profiles and interactions.

» Greater Openness to Others

Interacting with individuals of different religions, beliefs, cultures,
traditions, races, and appearances on social platforms fosters
acceptance and intercultural dialogue. These connections may be local
or span thousands of miles across different continents, reinforcing
mutual understanding and respect.

* A Platform for Diverse Opinions

One of the defining features of digital citizenship is the freedom to
contribute content that reflects personal beliefs and viewpoints, even if
they differ from others. Social media thus functions as a powerful tool
for expressing personal attitudes, orientations, and stances toward
various social and political issues.

* Reducing the Clash of Civilizations

Digital citizenship helps ease cultural tensions linked to globalization by
fostering shared communication norms on social media. It enables a more
authentic representation of Arab perspectives to Western audiences,
promoting mutual understanding across individuals, communities, and
nations.
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* Strengthening Family Bonds

With the advancement of communication technologies, it has become
easier for families to stay connected and updated on each other's lives
through social media platforms. These tools are often more affordable
than traditional means of communication, thus encouraging more
frequent and meaningful interaction among family members.

* Providing a Valuable Opportunity to Reconnect with Old Friends
Social media platforms offer users the ability to search for and reconnect
with former schoolmates or colleagues whose contact has been lost due
to distance or the demands of daily life. This rekindling of past
relationships contributes to social cohesion and personal well-being.
(Al-Salmi, 2020; pp12-13)

9.2. Negative Impacts

Just as digital citizenship brings positive effects. It also carries significant
negative consequences—making it a double-edged sword. Among these
negative impacts are:

* Reduced face-to-face interpersonal communication skills
While social media platforms facilitate easy communication, they tend to
reduce the time spent on direct personal interactions. Verbal
communication skills differ greatly from digital ones. In real life,
initiating or ending conversations is more complex than simply clicking a
"cancel™ button.

* Time-wasting

The constantly evolving features and services offered by these platforms
are often so engaging that users may lose track of time completely.

* Addiction to social media

Frequent use of social networking sites as a primary daily activity can
make it extremely difficult to quit or replace the habit. These platforms
often fill extended periods of free time, making them particularly
addictive.

e Erosion of Arab cultural identity and its replacement with a
globalized digital identity
Cultural globalization, viewed by many as a major negative consequence
of social media, can undermine local traditions and values.
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* Lack of privacy

Social platforms pose significant privacy risks, especially for youth,
potentially leading to emotional harm or financial exploitation. Personal
data and shared content can be misused for defamation, manipulation, or
ideological influence.

e Formation of suspicious or exaggerated friendships
The term “friend" is often loosely applied online, even though true
friendships take time to develop. This environment can foster
connections with suspicious individuals or those with harmful intentions.
* Identity theft and impersonation

Many users remain anonymous or conceal their true identities, which
allows some to engage in impersonation, blackmail, spreading
misinformation, or organizing illegal activities (such as prostitution, theft,
or kidnapping). It also facilitates recruitment by extremist or terrorist
groups—an alarming trend on social media networks.

* Threats to intellectual security

Social platforms often expose users to content from vastly different
cultures, which can influence values and beliefs, leading to conflicting or
radical ideologies. This threatens the intellectual and cultural security of
individuals and communities, particularly among youth lacking cultural
and national awareness.

» Conceptual confusion and ideological distortion

As misguided concepts and terminology spread through social platforms,
users may adopt terms without understanding their true meanings—
fueling sectarianism or extremism. Misconceptions like “jihad in Muslim
lands” may be used to manipulate youth and destabilize communities.

* A tool for spreading violence and extremism:

Extremist groups exploit social media to spread propaganda and recruit
followers through emotional appeals. They manipulate political and
social frustrations, particularly among disillusioned youth, leading to
violence and actions that contradict authentic religious teachings.

(Al Salmi,2020,pp15-17)
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10. Fields of Digital Citizenship:

There are nine general domains that constitute the framework of
digital citizenship, as defined by the International Society for
Technology in Education (ISTE).These domains are as follows:

10.1. Digital Access:

This refers to full electronic participation in society. Digital
citizenship promotes equal opportunities for all individuals to access
and use technology, ensuring equal digital rights, supporting
electronic inclusion, and rejecting digital exclusion, which hinders
growth and prosperity while widening the digital divide between those
who can access and utilize technology and those who cannot.

10.2. Digital Commerce:

This involves the buying and selling of goods electronically. Today, a
significant portion of the global market economy operates through
technological channels. Digital citizenship educates individuals on the
legal and safety issues surrounding the use of technology, particularly
those related to e-commerce and national legislation. Despite the
many advantages of online trade, caution must be exercised when
engaging in electronic transactions.

10.3.Digital Communication:

This encompasses the electronic exchange of information. One of the
most notable advancements in modern technology is in the field of
communication, which has transformed the world into a "global
village.” Digital communication enables individuals to connect and
collaborate with others anywhere and anytime.

10.4.Digital Literacy:

This refers to the process of teaching and learning about technology
and how to use it effectively. In today’s world, literacy is increasingly
measured by an individual's ability to use digital tools. Therefore,
promoting digital literacy is both an individual and collective
responsibility.

10.5. Digital Etiquette:

These are the standards of conduct and proper procedures in the
digital environment. Just as people strive to be polite in face-to-face
interactions, digital etiquette involves training individuals to behave
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responsibly and respectfully online, adhering to shared values and
appropriate digital behavior. Digital citizenship encourages the
dissemination of digital etiquette culture to foster civility in the digital
world.

10.6. Digital Laws:

These concern the ethical and legal responsibilities associated with
digital actions and behaviors. Digital laws address issues such as
intellectual property rights, privacy, ethics, and piracy. The
responsible digital citizen respects and promotes these laws and
encourages others to comply. According to Mike Ribble’s framework,
digital citizenship consists of three categories:

-Dimensions affecting student learning and academic performance:
(Digital Communication — Digital Literacy — Digital Access)
-Dimensions affecting the school environment and student behavior:
(Digital Rights and Responsibilities — Digital Etiquette — Digital
Security)

-Dimensions impacting students’ lives outside the school context:
(Digital Law — Digital Commerce — Digital Health & Wellness)

10.7. Digital Rights and Responsibilities:

These are the freedoms and duties of every individual in the digital
world. Just as constitutions grant citizens specific rights, digital
citizens are entitled to rights such as privacy and freedom of
expression. These rights come with responsibilities; therefore, digital
citizens must understand how to use technology appropriately to
become effective and productive members of the digital society.

10.8. Digital Health and Wellness:

This pertains to the physical and psychological well-being in the
digital age. Improper use of technology can lead to various health
issues. The emerging field of human factors engineering (ergonomics)
seeks to harmonize the physical and psychological interface between
humans and machines. Digital citizenship promotes awareness of
healthy and balanced use of technology.

10.9. Digital Security (Self-Protection):

This involves the precautions taken to ensure safety in digital
environments. Just as there are laws to deter unlawful acts in physical
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societies, the digital world also requires protective measures against

threats like theft or defacement. Responsible digital citizens must back

up data, use antivirus software, and apply cybersecurity protocols to
safeguard their privacy and digital assets. (Mnasr,2019,pp210-211)

Recommendations for Digital Citizenship on Social Media

Platforms:

1. Activating the role of media in promoting digital citizenship and
allocating awareness-raising programs.

2. Integrating digital citizenship into university students’ training by
developing their digital technology skills.

3. Encouraging and guiding university students to spread the culture
of digital citizenship within society.

4. Raising awareness among specialists on how to deal with
disinformation campaigns targeting the state on social media
platforms.

5. Organizing training workshops for university students to develop
critical thinking in navigating digital platforms.

6. Encouraging students to engage in electronic communication,
cooperation, and information exchange with peers from other
universities.

7. Helping students confront inappropriate behaviors in digital
communities.

Raising awareness among female students about the risks of

interacting with or browsing suspicious websites (Edmonton,2002; p.11).

11. Conclusion:

The revolution in digital communication has played a pivotal
role in promoting the culture of digital citizenship across societies
worldwide. Digital citizenship has become one of the fundamental
pillars of success for many governments and nations, regardless of
their ethnicity, culture, or stage of development. This is largely due to
the continuous evolution of technology, which has equipped
populations with the skills and knowledge necessary to navigate the
digital world and utilize digital tools in a positive and constructive
manner.
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A digital citizen not only consumes digital content but also
actively participates, communicates, and contributes positively within
the digital society. Such a citizen is capable of discerning right from
wrong, engages thoughtfully and responsibly within their community,
uses technology mindfully, and makes informed decisions. Digital
citizenship thus represents an active and ongoing commitment to the
nation and its higher interests across all circumstances and times.

The digital communication revolution has also given rise to a
new form of media—referred to by some as "alternative media" or the
"media of the current generation,"” particularly because both its drivers
and its target audience are predominantly youth. Just as parents,
families, schools, and mosques bear a vital responsibility in shaping
responsible individuals, the media—especially modern digital
media—must likewise shoulder its responsibility in promoting the
values of digital citizenship and safeguarding future generations from
the risks associated with modern communication technologies.
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Abstract:

This study investigates the potential of Romanticism Literature to enhance
cultural intelligence (CQ) and emotional intelligence (EQ) among learners of
English as Foreign Language (EFL), addressing a gap in empirical research.
Employing a qualitative methodology, the research surveyed 48 Algerian
EFL students, following a six-week instructional period using texts by
authors like Wordsworth, Blake, and Poe. The findings reveal a significant
positive impact; participants reported a profound increase in cultural
awareness, empathy towards other cultures, and comfort in emotional
expression. Group discussions emerged as the most effective pedagogical
tool for fostering these skills. The study concludes that integrating
Romanticism literature is a transformative classroom strategy, effectively
preparing students with the crucial intercultural and emotional competencies
required in a globalized world.

Keywords: Cultural Intelligence (CQ), EFL, Emotional Intelligence (EQ),
Intercultural Competence, Romanticism

1. Introduction

In today’s world, the ability to navigate cultural diversity and
understand emotions is no longer just a valuable skill; it’s a necessity.
Whether it’s building meaningful relationships, collaborating across
borders, or thriving in diverse environments, cultural intelligence
(CQ) and emotional intelligence (EQ) have become essential tools for
personal and professional growth. CQ equips individuals to adapt to
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unfamiliar cultural contexts with sensitivity and awareness (Earley &
Ang, 2003), while EQ empowers them to manage their emotions and
forge strong interpersonal connections. Together, these competencies
create a foundation for effective communication, empathy, and mutual
understanding, which are critical in today’s multicultural societies.

For students learning English as a Foreign Language (EFL),
the classroom offers a unique opportunity to develop these skills.
Literature, in particular, has long been celebrated as a powerful
medium for nurturing both intellectual and emotional growth. By
diving into stories, poems, and narratives, students don’t just improve
their language skills—they also explore the human experience,
grapple with complex emotions, and encounter diverse perspectives.
Among the many literary movements, Romanticism stands out as a
particularly rich resource for fostering CQ and EQ. With its focus on
universal themes like nature, individuality, intense emotions, and the
shared human condition, Romanticism transcends cultural and
temporal boundaries, making it an ideal vehicle for helping EFL
learners grow as culturally aware and emotionally intelligent
individuals.

Romanticism, which blossomed in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries, marked a bold shift in literary and artistic expression. It
championed the power of the human spirit, the beauty of the natural
world, and the depths of personal emotion. Writers like William
Wordsworth, with his reflective poetry on nature’s serenity, Mary
Shelley, whose Frankenstein probes the ethical limits of human
ambition, John Keats, with his odes to beauty and mortality, and
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, whose dreamlike Rime of the Ancient
Mariner explores guilt and redemption, crafted works that resonate
across cultures and generations. These texts invite readers to wrestle
with big questions: What does it mean to be human? How do we
connect with others? How do our emotions shape our choices? For
EFL students, engaging with these questions through Romanticism
literature offers a chance to sharpen their critical thinking, deepen
their self-awareness, and cultivate empathy for others.
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When students analyze Romanticism texts in the classroom,
they’re doing much more than studying a historical literary movement.
They’re stepping into the socio-cultural world of the Romantic era,
exploring the values, struggles, and dreams of people from a different
time and place. At the same time, they’re prompted to reflect on their
own emotional responses to the universal themes woven into these
works—Iove, loss, freedom, and the search for meaning. This dual
engagement creates a dynamic learning environment where students
not only learn about other cultures but also develop a deeper
understanding of their own emotions and perspectives. For example,
discussing Wordsworth’s Tintern Abbey might lead students to reflect
on their own connection to nature, while analyzing Shelley’s
Frankenstein could spark conversations about ethical dilemmas that
resonate in their own lives. These discussions foster empathy,
encourage cross-cultural dialogue, and help students see the world
through others” eyes. As Nikol (2010) notes, literature-based
instruction in EFL settings can significantly enhance students’ ability
to empathize with diverse perspectives while strengthening their
emotional and cultural competencies.

Moreover, Romanticism’s emphasis on individuality and
emotional and intellectual curiosity aligns beautifully with the goals of
modern education. By exploring these texts, EFL learners are
encouraged to think critically about their own identities and cultural
backgrounds while appreciating the diversity of their classmates. This
process strengthens their cultural intelligence by highlighting both the
uniqueness of each individual’s perspective and the shared humanity
that binds us all together. Meanwhile, the emotional intensity of
Romantic literature, whether it’s the joy of Keats’s odes or the
haunting remorse in Coleridge’s poetry, provides a safe space for
students to explore complex emotions, helping them build emotional
intelligence and resilience. They learn to articulate their feelings,
listen to others, and navigate interpersonal dynamics with greater
sensitivity.

In essence, teaching Romanticism texts in the EFL classroom
is more than a mere academic exercise; it’s a journey toward greater
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empathy and cultural awareness. It is an invitation for EFL students to
explore the richness of human experience, reflect on their own
emotions, and embrace the diversity of the world around them. By
weaving together critical analysis, emotional reflection, and cross-
cultural exploration, Romanticism literature creates a unique and
enriching space for fostering both cultural and emotional intelligence,
preparing students to thrive in an interconnected global society. As
educators, exploring this rich literary tradition offers a powerful way
to inspire students to become not just proficient language learners but
compassionate, adaptable citizens.

1.2. Research Problem

In an era where cultural and emotional intelligence are increasingly
vital for navigating our globalized world, Romanticism literature
holds immense potential as a tool for fostering these critical
competencies in English as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms.
The rich, evocative themes of Romanticism—individuality, emotional
depth, nature, and the universal human experience—offer a unique
opportunity for students to engage with diverse cultural perspectives
and explore their own emotional landscapes. However, despite this
promise, there is a surprising scarcity of empirical research exploring
how Romanticism texts can be effectively leveraged in EFL settings to
cultivate both cultural intelligence (CQ) and emotional intelligence
(EQ). This gap in the academic landscape leaves educators without
clear guidance on how to harness these texts to nurture students’
ability to connect across cultures and manage complex emotions.

This research gap underscores the urgent need for a systematic
investigation into how Romanticism texts can be effectively utilized in
EFL classrooms to foster cultural and emotional intelligence. By
addressing this gap, researchers can provide educators with practical
strategies to help students not only improve their language skills but
also grow into empathetic, culturally aware individuals capable of
thriving in diverse global settings. As Nikol (2010) argues, literature-
based instruction has the potential to transform EFL education by
fostering deeper emotional and cultural connections, yet without
targeted studies and actionable frameworks, this potential remains
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untapped. Developing such approaches could empower educators to
create dynamic, inclusive classrooms where students explore the
human condition while building the skills needed for meaningful
intercultural and interpersonal interactions.

1.3. Research Questions

This research is guided by the following questions :

How can Romanticism texts be integrated into EFL curricula to
effectively promote cultural intelligence among learners?

In what ways do Romanticism texts facilitate the development of
emotional intelligence in EFL students?

What are the combined effects of using Romanticism texts on the
development of both cultural and emotional intelligence in EFL
learners?

1.4. Research Objectives

The objectives of this study are designed to address the research
questions and provide a clear plan for investigating the role of
Romanticism texts in fostering CQ and EQ. The research objectives
are as follows :

To design and implement teaching strategies that integrate
Romanticism texts into EFL curricula to enhance students’ cultural
intelligence.

To examine how engagement with Romanticism texts supports the
development of emotional intelligence in EFL learners.

To evaluate the combined impact of Romanticism texts on fostering
both cultural and emotional intelligence in EFL students.

1.5. Research Hypotheses

The hypotheses are formulated to test the assumptions underlying the
research questions and objectives. They are grounded in the potential
of Romanticism texts to foster CQ and EQ.

-Integrating Romanticism texts into EFL curricula significantly
enhances students’ cultural intelligence, as measured by their ability to
adapt to and understand diverse cultural perspectives.
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-Engagement with Romanticism texts in EFL classrooms significantly
improves students’ emotional intelligence, as evidenced by increased
emotional awareness and empathy.

-The use of Romanticism texts in EFL classrooms fosters a synergistic
development of cultural and emotional intelligence, which results in
greater overall intercultural and interpersonal competence.

2. Cultural Intelligence in EFL Education: Concepts and
Importance

Cultural intelligence (CQ), defined as the ability to adapt effectively
to diverse cultural contexts, has become a cornerstone of effective
communication in today’s globalized world (Earley & Ang, 2003).
CQ encompasses four dimensions: cognitive (knowledge of cultural
norms), metacognitive (awareness of cultural differences),
motivational (interest in cross-cultural interactions), and behavioral
(ability to adapt actions), all of which are critical for EFL learners
navigating multicultural environments (Earley & Ang, 2003). In EFL
education, fostering CQ is essential as it equips students to engage
with diverse perspectives, a skill increasingly demanded in globalized
workplaces and communities. Literature, with its ability to present
diverse cultural narratives, serves as a powerful tool for developing
this competence (Byram, 1997). For instance, reading texts that
explore human experiences across different contexts allows students
to reflect on cultural values and practices, enhancing their ability to
empathize and communicate across cultural boundaries.

Research has demonstrated that using literature in EFL
(English as a Foreign Language) classrooms can greatly enhance
students' intercultural competence. According to Byram (1997),
reading literary texts encourages students to critically examine cultural
assumptions, fostering a deeper awareness of both their own cultural
identity and that of others. For instance, engaging with stories that
reflect diverse societal norms can help students develop cognitive and
reflective skills related to cultural intelligence (CQ), such as
identifying cultural cues and examining their own biases. Despite the
well-established role of literature in promoting cultural awareness,
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there has been limited research on how specific literary movements,
like Romanticism, can contribute to CQ development in EFL contexts.
Romanticism, with its universal themes of nature, individuality, and
human connection, holds unique potential for bridging cultural
divides. However, this potential remains largely unexplored (Nikol,
2010).

3. Emotional Intelligence in Language Learning: Theoretical
Foundations and Applications

Emotional intelligence , which is the ability to recognize, understand,
and manage both one’s own emotions and those of others, is a crucial
skill for building meaningful relationships in educational settings
(Goleman, 1995). Goleman’s model of EQ identifies five core
components: self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, empathy, and
social skills. These are especially important for EFL learners, who
must navigate not only linguistic challenges but also emotional
complexities in diverse classroom environments. In EFL contexts, EQ
helps students communicate more effectively, build connections with
peers, and participate in collaborative learning. Literature, with its
emotionally rich content, serves as a powerful tool for fostering these
skills by encouraging students to engage with complex emotions and
empathize with characters’ experiences (Nikol, 2010).

Studies suggest that literature-based activities, like reflective
writing or group discussions, can significantly boost EQ in language
learners. For example, Nikol (2010) found that analyzing literary texts
in EFL classrooms encourages students to express their emotional
reactions, enhancing self-awareness and empathy. By examining
characters’ motivations and conflicts, students practice perspective-
taking, being a key aspect of EQ that improves their ability to
navigate interpersonal relationships. Romanticism literature, with its
focus on intense emotions, such as the joy expressed in Keats’s odes
or the guilt explored in Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner,
offers particularly fertile ground for these activities. Yet, while the
emotional benefits of literature in EFL education are widely
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recognized, little research has specifically examined how
Romanticism texts contribute to EQ development. This lack of
exploration highlights the need for focused studies on how the
emotional depth of Romanticism can be used to nurture EQ,
particularly in supporting the socio-emotional growth of EFL learners.

4. Romanticism Literature: A Unique Resource for Cultural and
Emotional Growth

Romanticism, a literary movement that thrived in the late 18th and
early 19th centuries, is defined by its emphasis on emotion,
individuality, imagination, and the awe-inspiring beauty of nature.
These qualities make it an exceptionally valuable resource for
cultivating both cultural intelligence (CQ) and emotional intelligence
(EQ) in EFL classrooms (Abrams, 2009). Renowned authors like
William Wordsworth, Mary Shelley, John Keats, and Samuel Taylor
Coleridge delve into universal themes such as love, loss, freedom,
identity, and humanity’s connection to the natural world themes that
transcend cultural and historical boundaries. This universality allows
Romanticism literature to resonate with students from diverse
backgrounds, creating a platform for critical reflection, empathy, and
cross-cultural dialogue. For instance, Wordsworth’s Lines Composed
a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey invites readers to contemplate their
personal connections to nature and memory, while Mary Shelley’s
Frankenstein explores ethical dilemmas and societal fears that remain
relevant across cultures and eras (Abrams, 2009).

The distinct qualities of Romantic literature make it
particularly well-suited for the dual development of CQ and EQ in
EFL learners. Its exploration of universal human experiences allows
students to examine the cultural context of the Romantic period while
drawing connections to their own lives, thereby enhancing their
cognitive and metacognitive CQ (Earley & Ang, 2003).
Simultaneously, the emotional depth of Romantic texts provides
students with opportunities to develop key EQ components, such as
self-awareness, empathy, and emotional regulation (Goleman, 1995).
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For example, analyzing the profound feelings of guilt and redemption
in Coleridge's The Rime of the Ancient Mariner can prompt learners
to reflect on their own emotional experiences and moral decisions.
Similarly, Keats’s odes, such as Ode to a Nightingale or Ode on a
Grecian Urn, encourage students to grapple with questions about
transience, beauty, and the human condition, which can foster both
emotional and cultural insight.

Also, Romanticism’s focus on individuality and the sublime
offers a means of bridging cultural divides. By engaging with its
themes, students can compare their personal and cultural values to
those expressed in the texts, promoting intercultural understanding.
For instance, exploring the Romantic idealization of nature and its
critique of industrialization can lead to discussions on how different
cultures view environmental issues today. Moreover, Romanticism’s
celebration of human emotion and individuality mirrors challenges
faced by modern learners in navigating their unique identities in
globalized classrooms; this results in creating opportunities for
meaningful dialogue and self-expression.

5. Methodology
5.1. Research Design

This study adopts a qualitative research method to investigate
the impact of engaging with Romanticism literature on the
development of cultural intelligence (CQ) and emotional intelligence
(EQ) among English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners. The
methodology integrates a qualitative component, utilizing a structured
survey administered through Google Forms to collect data from EFL
students. Additionally, the study incorporates a thorough literature
review to contextualize the research within existing scholarship on
literature-based language learning and its influence on CQ and EQ.

The selected Romanticism texts include William Blake’s *A
Poison Tree, William Wordsworth’s I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud
(commonly known as “The Daffodils’), Edgar Allan Poe’s “The Tell-
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Tale Heart”, and Washington Irving’s “Rip Van Winkle”. These
works were chosen for their rich, universal themes, such as human
emotions, nature, morality, and societal change, which provide fertile
ground for fostering both cultural and emotional exploration among
EFL learners. By combining survey data and a review of relevant
literature, this research design offers a significant perspective on how
Romanticism texts can enhance students’ cultural awareness and
emotional growth.

5.2. Participants

This study involves 48 English as a Foreign Language (EFL)
students with Intermediate to Upper-Intermediate proficiency levels,
enrolled in literature-focused courses at the Higher College of
Teachers in Laghouat, Algeria. These participants were selected due to
their prior engagement with Romanticism literature as part of their
academic curriculum, making them well-suited for examining the
impact of such texts on cultural intelligence (CQ) and emotional
intelligence (EQ). The sample was chosen through purposive
sampling to ensure participants had substantial exposure to
Romanticism texts, such as A Poison Tree by William Blake, I
Wandered Lonely as a Cloud by William Wordsworth, The Tell-Tale
Heart by Edgar Allan Poe, and Rip Van Winkle by Washington
Irving.

The participant group is diverse, as it encompasses a wide
range of ages, genders, and cultural backgrounds. This diversity
enriches the study by providing varied perspectives on how
Romanticism literature influences cultural awareness and emotional
development. The inclusion of students with different cultural and
personal experiences allows for a comprehensive exploration of how
these texts resonate across diverse contexts, and that contributes to a
deeper understanding of their role in fostering CQ and EQ among EFL
learners.

5.3. Research Procedures
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During the initial phase, students were introduced to four
Romanticism texts: A Poison Tree by William Blake, 1 Wandered
Lonely as a Cloud (commonly known as The Daffodils) by William
Wordsworth, The Tell-Tale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe, and Rip Van
Winkle by Washington Irving. Lessons were carefully designed to
promote deep engagement with the cultural and emotional themes
embedded in these works. Classroom activities included textual
analysis, group discussions, debates, and reflective writing exercises,
all aimed at fostering critical thinking and personal connection to the
texts’ universal themes, such as human emotions, nature, morality,
and societal dynamics.

In the second phase, data were gathered through both
quantitative and qualitative methods. At the end of the six-week
period, a structured survey was distributed to participants via Google
Forms. The survey link was shared through email and classroom
communication platforms, with students given one week to complete
it. The survey collected quantitative data on students’ perceptions of
how the Romanticism texts influenced their cultural and emotional
awareness .

In the final phase, the collected data were analyzed to derive
meaningful conclusions about the role of Romanticism literature in
enhancing CQ and EQ. Quantitative data from the survey were
gathered and analyzed to allow for a comprehensive understanding of
how engagement with Romanticism texts contributes to the cultural
and emotional growth of EFL learners, and highlight the interplay
between literature, empathy, and cross-cultural awareness.

6. Results of the Questionnaire

The pie charts and figures below illustrate the responses of 48
English as a Foreign Language (EFL) learners from the Higher
College of Teachers in Laghouat, Algeria, regarding the impact of
analyzing Romanticism texts on their cultural and emotional
intelligence. Derived from a structured survey conducted via Google
Forms over a six-week period, these charts reflect participants'
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perceptions across various statements, including their awareness of
cultural differences, empathy toward other cultures, emotional
expression, and the utility of Romanticism texts for understanding
cultural diversity. Each chart highlights the distribution of responses,
categorized as strongly agree, agree, disagree, and strongly disagree,
providing a visual representation of the texts' effectiveness in fostering
cultural intelligence (CQ) and emotional intelligence (EQ) within the

EFL classroom setting.
Fig.1. Cultural awareness and Romanticism Texts

| feel more aware of cultural differences
after analyzing Romanticism texts.

M Agree

m Strongly Agree

Source: Google Form sent by the researcher, Survey Statement: 01
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The overwhelming majority (68.8%) strongly agreeing indicates
a significant positive impact of Romanticism texts on enhancing
cultural awareness among EFL learners. The 31.3% who agree further
support this trend, suggesting that the texts effectively foster cultural
intelligence (CQ) by exposing students to diverse perspectives and
historical contexts.

Fig.2. Cultural differences and the analysis Romanticism texts
| feel more aware of cultural

differences after analyzing
Romanticism texts.

M Agree

W Strongly Agree

Source: Google Form sent by the researcher, Survey Statement: 02
The consistency with Fig.1 reinforces the reliability of the finding that
Romanticism texts significantly enhance cultural awareness. The
absence of disagreement highlights a unanimous recognition of the
texts’ value in developing CQ, likely due to their universal themes and
historical depth.

Fig.4. Discussion of Romanticism texts and empathy

DISCUSSING ROMANTICISM TEXTS MADE ME
FEEL MORE EMPATHETIC TOWARD OTHER
CULTURES.

Strongly Agree

13%
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Source: Google Form sent by the researcher, Survey Statement: 03
The repeated pattern across multiple figures suggests a robust effect of
Romanticism texts on cultural awareness. This consistency may reflect
the effectiveness of the teaching strategies employed, such as textual
analysis and group discussions, in deepening students’ understanding
of cultural differences.

Fig.5. Romanticism texts and understanding cultural diversity

Do you think Romanticism texts are useful
for understanding cultural diversity?

QStroneg Agree;
Strongly Agree 6,3

Agree

Agree; 68,8

60

80

Source: Google Form sent by the researcher, Survey Statement: 04

The strong positive response (68%) underscores the perceived utility
of Romanticism texts in enhancing cultural diversity understanding,
aligning with CQ development. The 32% agreement indicates broad
acceptance, likely due to the texts’ exploration of universal human
experiences.
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Fig.6. Expressing emotions after discussing Romanticism texts

| FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE EXPRESSING MY
EMOTIONS AFTER DISCUSSING

DisROMANTICISM THEMES.
25; 25%

Strongly
Agree; 6,3;
6% Agree; 68,8;

69%

Source: Google Form sent by the researcher, Survey Statement: 06

The 66% strong agreement suggests that Romanticism texts create a
safe space for emotional expression, a critical aspect of EQ. The 34%
agreement indicates a general improvement in emotional comfort,
likely facilitated by the emotional depth of the texts.

Fig.7. Discussion of Romanticism texts and emotional
understanding

DO YOU THINK DISCUSSING ROMANTIC THEMES
(E.G., LOVE, LOSS, NATURE) HELPED YOU

IMPROVE EMOTIONAL UNDERSTANDING?
Debates;

18,8; 22%

Creative
Tasks; 12,5; Group
14% Discussions;
56,3; 64%

Source: Google Form sent by the researcher, Survey Statement: 07

The dominance of group discussions (56.3%) highlights their
effectiveness in enhancing emotional understanding, suggesting
collaborative learning as a key method. The lower percentages for
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other activities indicate varied but less impactful contributions to EQ
development.
Fig.8. Preferred activities for learners

WHICH ACTIVITY DID YOU FIND MOST HELPFUL FOR
UNDERSTANDING ROMANTICISM THEMES?

Group
Discussions;
56,3; 56%

Creative
Tasks; 12,5;
13%

Source: Google Form sent by the researcher, Survey Statement: 08

The preference for group discussions (56.3%) aligns with Fig.7,
indicating their dual role in fostering emotional understanding and
thematic comprehension. This suggests that interactive, social learning
environments are most effective for engaging with Romanticism texts.

7. Discussion of Findings

The findings provide compelling evidence that Romanticism texts
significantly enhance cultural intelligence (CQ) among EFL learners.
Figures 1-3 consistently show that 68.8% of the 48 participants
strongly agree and 31.3% agree that analyzing these texts increases
their awareness of cultural differences. This strong positive response
aligns with the research’s foundational premise that Romanticism’s
universal themes, such as nature, individuality, and the human
condition, offer a rich platform for understanding diverse perspectives
across historical and cultural contexts. The teaching strategies
implemented, including textual analysis, group discussions, and
reflective exercises, appear to be highly effective in bridging cultural
divides. This is supported by Earley and Ang’s (2003) CQ framework,
which emphasizes cognitive knowledge of cultural norms and
metacognitive awareness of cultural differences. The complete
absence of disagreement across these figures underscores the texts’
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potential as a transformative tool for fostering CQ, suggesting that
students not only recognize but deeply internalize the cultural insights
gained from Romanticism literature. This finding is particularly
significant given the diverse cultural backgrounds of the participants,
which indicates that the texts’ universal appeal transcends individual
differences.

The data also reveal a substantial and consistent impact of
Romanticism texts on emotional intelligence (EQ), as evidenced by
Figures 4 and 6. In Figure 4, 69% of participants strongly agree and
31% agree that discussing these texts made them feel more empathetic
toward other cultures, highlighting a key component of EQ empathy.
Similarly, Figure 6 shows 66% strongly agreeing and 34% agreeing
that they feel more comfortable expressing their emotions after
engaging with Romanticism themes. This suggests that the emotional
depth and intensity of works like Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner, with its exploration of guilt and redemption, and Keats’s
odes, with their reflections on beauty and mortality, provide a safe and
enriching space for students to explore and articulate their feelings.
These results align with Goleman’s (1995) model of EQ, which
includes self-awareness, self-regulation, and empathy as core
components. The findings also resonate with Nikol’s (2010) assertion
that literature-based instruction in EFL settings can significantly
enhance emotional connections, which can offer students a structured
yet creative outlet to develop resilience and interpersonal skills.

8. Conclusion

In conclusion, this research underscores the transformative potential
of integrating Romanticism texts into EFL classrooms to enhance
cultural intelligence (CQ) and emotional intelligence (EQ) among
learners. The consistent positive responses from 48 participants, as
depicted in the pie charts, demonstrate that analyzing these texts
significantly increases cultural awareness, empathy, and emotional
expression, aligning with the study’s objectives. The synergy between
CQ and EQ, particularly amplified through group discussions,
highlights the texts’ role in preparing students for a globalized world.
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These findings address a critical gap in literature-based EFL education
and offer educators practical strategies to foster compassionate,
culturally adept, and emotionally resilient individuals. Future studies
could explore long-term impacts and additional pedagogical
approaches to further refine this approach.
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Abstract:

This study focuses on the use of Al in audience studies and synchronic
tracking of audience rapid changing trends, mainly that the audience is the
focal point of all communicative activities and economic actions in the
digital world. In so doing, we analyzed the findings of different studies and
reports of international organizations, and found out how Al is used in
audience studies. In this regard, information on the digital behavior,
demographic statistics, interactions, and social aspects are, first, collected
and, then, analyzed. The analysis focuses on emotions, natural langue,
images, and videos. Finally, the forecasts are modeled and reality is
simulated to predict the sociopolitical patterns, trends, and the market
orientations, and to set polls models, divide the audience, and personalize the
content. In the end, findings show that Al allows for faster and exact results
within fractions of seconds, and for an easy tracking and coping with all the
changes.

Keywords: Al, Al applications, audience studies, digital behavior
1. Introduction

Al is the outcome of the rapid technological development. It
provides a set of applications and techniques that allow for machine
programming and learning, and is the substitute for the human
intelligence, creativity, and learning. It simulates the human abilities
in performing tasks and develops itself based on the collected
information and experiences in industry, sociology, culture,
economics, politics, etc. In this context, we shall focus on digital
marketing and market, where commerce and audience are digital.
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Such commerce and audience use social media to post, share, and
exchange products and content, and at the same time, show needs,
interests, and preferences. Such media continuously collect, analyze,
and store data to retrieve them when needed, mainly when changes
take place. Thus, the audience is monitored in exact authorized and
unauthorized methods, for unethical spying and exploitation of needs
and weaknesses, which they deliberately express with a good intention
during the marketing processes.

The audience’s rapid changes of taste, life styles,
consumption, and preferences to keep up in pace with the digital
environment oblige the economic companies to study, track, and,
even, predict them to take the necessary decisions and measures.
Currently, companies use Al for its huge potentials and sophisticated
algorithms. Based on what was said, we decided to focus on the use of
Al in audience studies, as all organizations today, including the
economic, must understand and monitor their audience, customers,
and the market in general. Thus, we raise the following problematic,
“what are the techniques and methods of using Al in studying the
audience and tracking changes and trends?”.

2. Al and its applications:
2.1 Al applications:

Al is defined from different perspectives; therefore, it is not
easy to set a common definition. Besides, it is still under development,
making it difficult to cover all its aspects. However, John McCarthy
defines it as the science and engineering of smart machines, mainly
computer software. He adds that Al is about using computers to
understand the human intelligence, and that it must not be limited to
the biologically observed methods (McCarthy, 2007). Al is more
about software than hardware, because machines are controlled by
programs. In addition, in their “Artificial Intelligence: A Modern
Approach”, Russell & Norvig (2020) see Al as the study and design of
smart factors, which are systems that perceive their environment and
take measures to increase the potentials of success, without reliance
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on man. Moreover, Encyclopedia Britannica states that Al is a branch
of computer science that focuses on establishing systems that can
perform tasks that usually need a human intelligence, such as speech
recognition, decision taking, translation, etc (Encyclopedia Britannica,
2023). Thus, Al substitutes the human intelligence.

As for “applications”, the term can be defined in different
contexts, including computer sciences, engineering, math, exact
sciences, sociology, etc. In this context, we focus on computer science
and technology, and can say that “applications” refers to the
computer’s and electronic devices’ programs that target given
purposes and tasks, such as data procession, information management,
text procession, internet browsing, etc (Roger & Bruce, 2014, p. 48).
In other words, they are small programs designed for given tasks, and
may be used online without download on computer, such as email,
content management system, electronic trade, etc. According to
Hartmann & Waller, they are online programs that use servers to
provide diverse services (Hartmann & Waller, 2018, p. 78).

Phillips, Stewart, & Marsicano discussed the mobile
applications when discussing Android applications, and described
them as special programs on smart phones and devices that perform
several tasks (Phillips, Stewart, & Marsicano, 2017, p. 102). In this
context, the mobile applications are designed to work on mobile
devices, such as smart phones and tablets, and can use their features,
including GPS, camera, and notifications, to control and even spy on
the users. As for Al applications, they are applications that use Al,
such as Machine Learning and Natural Language Procession, to
provide a performance that exceeds the traditional capacities of
software, such as the automatic recommendations and Big Data
Analysis (Russell & Norvig, Artificial Intelligence: A Modern
Approach, 2020, p. 145).

Al applications include any computer system that can execute
tasks that usually need a human intelligence, such as logical thinking,
planning, learning from previous experiences, and language
comprehension (Poole & Mackworth, 2017, p. 12). In addition, they
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are systems or programs that simulate the human abilities in given
tasks, such as learning, comprehension, pattern recognition, and
decision taking. They are used in healthcare, finance, marketing, and
data management thanks to Machine Learning, Natural Language
Procession, and Computer Vision (Russell & Norvig, Artificial
Intelligence: A Modern Approach, 2020, p. 55). In addition, Al is
defined as the software and hardware that can interpret external data,
learn from them, and use them in performing given tasks without a
human intervention.

3. The historical development of Al:

Al had gone through different phases, starting with simple
works until the development of computer science and internet:

3.1 Phase 01: Genesis (Early foundation 1950-1970):

Thinking about Al had started early in the mid-20th century,
when Turing tested the machine’s ability to have a human-like
intelligence (Turing, 1950). Then, many practices, such as logical
programming and innovative models programming, were launched,
making up the basis for Al (McCarthy, L. Minsky, Rochester, & E.
Shannon, 2006). This phase witnessed a primary vision and perception
of Al

3.2 Phase 02: Relapse (slow development 1970-1990):

During this period, thought about Al shrank, as other priority
technological issues dominated the scene due to the limited computing
abilities and lack of sufficient data to operate Al. However, the idea
did not completely faint, as research on Al went on, focusing on new
techniques used in internet, such Artificial Neural Networks, which
need research algorithms and optimization concepts that are used
today (Minsky & Seymour, 1969).

3.3 Phase 03: Restart (rapid development 1990-2010):

This period witnessed big developments thanks to
improvements in computing and software, and witnessed the use of
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Artificial Neural Networks and Machine Learning to foster Al.
Besides, internet rapidly developed and provided huge data to train the
algorithms on different models (LeCun, Bengio, & Hinton, 2015).

3.4 Phase 03: Deep Al and its complicated applications

(2010 until now):

The last decade had witnessed huge developments in Deep Al,
which uses Deep Learning to process big data, which are collected
from internet, mainly social media, websites, blogs, etc. The modern
applications are characterized with improvement of the computing
vision optimization, voice recognition, and machine human
interaction. In this regard, AlphaGo, DeepMind, GPT-3, and OpenAl
are good examples of modern Al developments.

4. Audience studies: development, problematic, and importance in
Al era:

4.1 The concept of audience studies:

It is a classical concept that does not need much explanation
for the experts. It is rediscussed from time to time due to its changes
according to the new developments. In this context, we shall focus on
some definitions. For instance, it is defined as a media research field
that focuses on the behaviors, interests, and interactions of audience
with media outlets to understand how the media content affects the
audience, and how the audience interacts with the content ( McQuail,
2010, p. 22). Audience studies aim at examining how the
sociocultural factors affect the audience’s reactions and preferences.
Besides, they are defined as a branch of information and
communication sciences, and aim at exploring how the audience
interacts with media content and how these interactions affect the
strategies of information and marketing ( Horwitz, 2001, p. 92)
because marketing, as a science, is based on understanding the
audience to satisfy its demands. Furthermore, they are the process of
collecting and analyzing data on how the audience consumes different
media outlets, such as TV, radio, internet, and publications to study its
behaviors and measure the media effects (Croteau & Hoynes, 2019, p. 43)
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4.2 Media studies in the digital environment:

With the new millennium, which brought about a huge digital
expansion and technological developments, audience studies
witnessed big changes (Jenkins, 2006) and shifted focus into tracking
the methods of audience interaction with the communicative tools to
help companies take marketing and economic decisions. Besides, new
methodological and interpretational approaches appeared, bringing
about new tools for data collection and procession based on big
databases and computer programs that can make exact analyses in
brief time and allow for monitoring and studying the huge numbers of
audience.

In this regard, the personal data of audience are presented for
sale (commodifying audience) after being collected, classified, and
stored, under “data industry”. A report by Journal of Media Studies
(2018) stated that the use of digital analysis tools helped widen the
scope of such studies to cover audience behavior analysis through the
different digital tools, such as social media, search engines, and
mobile applications (Smith, 2018, p. 32). These tools are not limited
to analyzing audience data; rather, they understand and analyze
feelings, track trends, and predict the future orientations, allowing the
companies to immediately and efficiently interact with the audience.
4.3 The importance of audience studies in Al era:

The importance of audience studies in Al era manifests in:
4.3.1. Improving the user experience:

The user experience refers to many points, such as the easy
use, quality, nature, and presentation of a given product, and to the
user’s feelings, perceptions, and ideas. Al applications help analyze
audience data in an exact way to better choose and personalize the
content that suits interests and preferences, improve the user
experience, and increase customer satisfaction with, and loyalty to, the
brand (Houcine, 2023, p. 45).

4.3.2 Improving customer interaction and response:

Al can analyze big data to better understand the target
audience, their interactions, and their reactions. In addition, it can
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provide efficient recommendations to improve companies’ response to
the customer needs and inquiries and consolidate the relation and
loyalty.

4.3.3 Prediction of the future trends:

Al helps predict the future trends of audience based on
previous behavioral patterns thanks to Machine Learning (Al
Abdellah, 2022, p. 102).

4.3.4 Improvement of marketing strategies and advertising
campaigns:

It is possible to design efficient marketing strategies based on
the exact information provided by Al on the audience.

4.3.5 Monitoring the public opinion:

Al can monitor social media and internet to provide immediate
information on the public opinion and its trends to help understand
and analyze the unexpressed feelings and views.

5. The use of Al applications in audience studies and researches:

The use of Al applications in audience studies is a reality that
goes through the following phases:

5.1 Data collection:

The efficient and correct data collection is the first step
towards success in audience study with Al. It needs choosing the
suitable sources and tools to ensure data exactness and
comprehensiveness (Gandomi & Haider, 2015, p. 138). Data
collection requires diverse tools that aim at extracting exact indicators
on the target audience, as follows:

5.1.1 The behavioral data:

They refer to all patterns of online behavior and activities
made by the users when surfing online. They are collected from
cookies, server logs, app analyses, etc (Gandomi & Haider, 2015, p. 139).
5.1.1.1 Search queries: This includes analysis of key words and
statements written on the search engines. They allow for knowing the
users’ interests, needs, and intentions in given places and times,
improving website suggestion in search results, and directing
advertisement campaigns.
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5.1.1.2 Browsing history: It covers the data on the visited websites
and searches, and allows for identifying browsing and behavior
patterns with time. Browsing data can be used to provide specific
recommendations to each user to foster interaction with the digital and
non-digital contents and products (Jansen& Spink, 2006, p. 250).

5.1.1.3 Websites visits, clicks, digital platforms, and applications:
This includes data on the visited pages, links, surfing duration, and
interactions. These are necessary data to understand and improve the
user experience and satisfy his needs. In addition, they are used for
user journey analysis to know the most visited pages and, even, spy on
him to find out about his location, movements, weather, speech, etc.

5.1.1.4 Ad interactions: This covers all the interactions with, and
views of, advertisements. Such data are used to analyze the efficiency
of advertisement campaigns and identify the most attractive ones.

5.1.1.5 Purchase behavior: Data on purchase behavior show
information on the purchased products, repurchase actions, and
preferences, and help understand and predict the future trends,
improve online shopping, and increase loyalty to the brand.

5.2 The demographic data:

The demographic data are vital for audience study and
analysis. They cover the socioeconomic aspects of individuals and
communities and are used in urbanist planning, general policies, and
marketing because they help understand the audience. They are
collected through questionnaires, user social media profiles,
governmental or commercial data sources, etc. They include (Kotler &
Keller, 2016, p. 202):

5.2.1 Age: It is one of the criteria that determine the preferences and
needs, and is used to divide the audience into different categories to be
targeted with specific advertisements, such as children, youths, etc.
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5.2.2 Gender: It determines the preferences and is a key factor used to
personalize marketing strategies and develop products that suit males
or females.

5.2.3 Income: It shows the purchasing power of individuals and
communities and classifies them into economic categories, such as the
higher class, middle class, lower class, etc, to facilitate the
advertisement campaigns.

5.2.4 Education: It highly influences the tastes, living standards,
purchasing power, and lifestyle. Besides, understanding and using
some products require a given educational level.

5.2.5 Marital status: Some preferences, needs, and selection methods
single and married people differ.

5.3 Interaction data:

They cover all interactions with contents on social media,
websites, videos, emails, etc. For example, comments and likes on
social media show the audience interests. Interaction data are collected
from cookies server logs, Google Analytics, surveys and polls,
websites, phone applications, etc (Gentsch, 2018, pp. 68-70).

5.4 Social data:

Al applications analyze the users’ interactions on social media.
The study of net patterns allows for the identification of influencers
and sub-communities. Besides, social data need analysis of posts,
comments, shares, and tags to understand the feelings and trends.
Such data allow understanding the nature and quality of relations
between users and their influence on each other. They are collected
using Hootsuie, Brandwatch, Multi-level Network Analysis, etc
(Mclevely, Scott, & Carrington, 2017, pp. 150-160).

6. Big Data Analytics:

Analyzing big data using Al is the main strategy for studying
and tracking the audience trends online, and for finding out the
repetitive trends and patterns to make decisions, improve user

Azri Amel 63



ELWAHAT Journal For Research And Studies Vol (18)/Issue (2) (2025): 55-72

experience, target customers, and determine the future market trends.
Analysis and decision making are automatic thanks to preprogrammed
algorithms. For instance, social media collect huge data by interacting
with users, and use them to improve services and direct
advertisements and content. The main analysis techniques include:

6.1 Sentiment Analysis:

It helps analyze the written or oral linguistic texts on social
media, blogs, websites, email, YouTube, and others by understating
language and extracting the implicit or explicit feelings (Liu, 2012, p.
10). Besides, it allows for analyzing face expressions, visual content,
and reactions to content. In this regard, the feelings, views, trends, and
impressions are analyzed and classified into positive and negative.
The techniques use different algorithms that can analyze texts and
understand feelings, such as Machine Learning and Deep Learning.
Sentiment Analysis is a dynamic process that helps companies
understand customers’ views regarding products and services and,
thus, improve the marketing strategy. Besides, it helps control and
analyze the development of feelings, such as the development of the
feelings of the Western audience towards the events in the Middle
East from October 2023 to October 2024, to understand them and
predict the future feelings. In addition, the combination of temporal
and spatial analyses (country, region, city, etc) allows for a better
understanding of the relations between feelings and other factors in a
given place with time.

This analysis is used in policy, health, prevention of suicide,
education, cyber-bullying fighting, customer services, etc. In this
regard, a modern study on the temporal patterns and feeling changes
during Covid-19 measured the change of citizens’ feelings during
different periods of the day for 04 successive months by dividing the
day into 06 groups (early morning, morning, noon, afternoon, night,
and late night) and classifying the general feelings based on them.
Then, the authors counted the frequency of each period using thermal
maps to show the distribution of each feeling according to place and
time, and the changes in them (Rodriguez-lbanez, Casanez-Ventura,
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Castejon-Mateos, & Cuenca-Jiménez , 2023). Despite the importance
of feelings analysis and comprehension, some challenges arise in
understanding the natural language, mainly when the text is
complicated, includes slang expressions or indirect styles, or has
different meanings based on culture.

6.2 Natural Language Analysis:

It is an important technique that allows for analyzing language
patterns and discovering the main trends and information. It is used to
understand interactions, feelings, and views through an analysis of
texts, articles, comments on posts, internet discussions, views towards
products or topics, and twits, and to better understand the needs and
build a good targeting technique. The main applications for Natural
Language Analysis include translation bots and chatbots.

6.3 Image and video analysis:

Image and video analysis with Al focuses on analyzing the
visual content, such as places, behaviors, movements, face
expressions, decors, etc, to deeply understand the audience
preferences and detect falsification and manipulation, such as illegally
modified images to be used as proofs. For instance, the Zionist media
outlets fabricated images of animals to show they are children who
were burned by Hamas in 07 October attacks; however, some activists
discovered the trick using Al. Besides, the techniques protect the
intellectual property by recognizing the stolen images and videos,
reveal faces and creatures, check identity, and enhance quality. In
addition, they help generate images for delightful and educational
purposes.

7. Prediction modeling:

Prediction modeling with Al highly relies on algorithms and is
about transforming the crude data into models ready for use, such as
solutions to problems, ready decisions, methods to manage crises and
situations, etc. In addition, it is about creating visions that help predict
the future events and take efficient decisions, mainly in economy and
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marketing. Reality modeling with Al in audience studies relies on
content personalization and making data-based decisions.

7.1 Machine Learning:

It is the ability to use previous experiences and data to improve
the tasks and adapt with the new variables. In this regard, algorithms
are used to train systems on recognizing data and take decisions
without an exact programming. Machine Learning is vital for data
analysis, behavior comprehension, inclination analysis, trend
prediction, and marketing strategies’ direction. A report by Harvard
Business Review pointed that Machine Learning improves the
predictions to 40% in audience studies (Anderson, 2021, p. 92), and
can be used for understanding the audience behavior, reactions to
content and ads, needs, and preferences; for improving their
experience thanks to special recommendations, personalized content,
and digital services; and for identifying the new trends and emerging
opportunities in a given market.

Big companies, such as Netflix, use Machine Learning to
improve content recommendations based on viewers’ preferences and
behaviors’ analysis (type of content, time of watching, watching with
whom, etc), and to increase users’ interaction.

7.2 Deep Learning:

It is an advanced Machine Learning technique for treating
texts, images, and videos. For example, Google used Deep learning to
improve search engines, image recognition, and search quality.

7.3 Prediction of sociopolitical trends and patterns:

Al techniques analyze the trends and patterns expressed on
social media, allowing for the establishment of models that predict the
users’ sociopolitical trends. Deep Learning is used to understand the
complicated interrelations, identify the social leaders and influencers
on social media, and build exact models on the audience trends, such
as predicting the electoral behavior. These models can identify the
critical regions to focus efforts on them during electoral campaigns.
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For instance, in 2012, Obama campaign used Al to predict votes in
given areas and efficiently direct resources.

7.4 Content personalization and recommendation:

Data Analytics allows for recommendations to personalize
content to given individuals. Al recommendation systems are used to
personalize the content, such as in Netflix and YouTube, based on the
users’ behaviors and watching history, and to predict what the user
wants to watch or buy to improve his experience.

7.5 Analyzing market trends:

Al can analyze social and commercial data to predict the
market trends based on big data analysis, including previous
purchases, interactions with brands, and personal preferences. For
instance, Amazon uses Collaborative Filtering to compare the users’
behaviors, provide recommendations on the interesting products, and
improve transfers and sales.

7.6 Al models in polls and public opinion:

Al is used for a fast and exact analysis of polls and public
opinion researches based on Text Mining to extract the keywords and
identify the prevailing common views. For instance, research
institutions use Natural Language Processing to analyze the citizens’
reactions towards sociopolitical issues.

7.7 Audience segmentation:

It is about dividing audience into homogenous groups based on
defined criteria, such as product usage, demographics, and history. It
is one of the main practices in media and marketing. In the past,
segmentation relied on demographic criteria, such as age and gender.
However, with Al, tools of advanced data analysis generate more
exact and efficient divisions based on complex behavior patterns, such
as purchase habits and personal preferences, and personalize content
with Decision Trees and K-means Clustering.
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7. 8. Social reality simulation:

Al simulates the audience interactions with the sociopolitical
events. The models are Agent-Based, simulate the individuals’
behaviors, and predict their responses to given conditions and their
future reactions.

8. The challenges facing Al in audience studies and researches:

Despite the big potentials provided by Al in audience studies,
it faces different challenges regarding exactness, privacy, ethics, bias,
and miscomprehension of cultural contexts. In this regard, Al
applications collect huge amounts of personal data, including name,
age, country, interactions on social media, digital behavior, etc, what
may violate privacy and increase ‘“control capitalism”, which
privileges the use of personal data for profitable aims instead of
privacy protection. Thus, the main question is about using data
without violating privacy under stringent laws, such as GDPR laws in
the EU, which provide for carefully dealing with the personal
information to maintain privacy. Besides, the laws do not show who
takes responsibility and results of misusing information (Zuboff, 2019).

In audience studies, Al faces challenges of transparency in
using personal data because most of the methods used in collecting
and analyzing data are not transparent or authorized. Therefore, they
create worries and maximize social inequality and algorithm bias,
leading to unfair and intransparent targeting of some categories. For
instance, algorithms are used in digital advertisements to exclude
given categories based on the collected data; thus, they foster the
social differences. In addition, reliance on biased or distorted data to
train Al models generates inexact and incorrect results and inaccurate
economic predictions, divides the audience unequally, and fosters
social and racial segregations (O’Neil, 2016). In addition, Al may
misunderstand the sociocultural context and fail to interpret the results
of audience studies (Miller T. , 2020, p. 74). Finally, the obtained data
may be subject to different interpretations, and most of complex
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algorithms that analyze audience are unclear and their method of
taking decisions is vague; therefore, researchers may mistrust it.

9. Conclusion:

The use of Al in audience and communication studies is
necessary, mainly that it provides advanced analytical potentials to
understand the audience behaviors and trends through Big Data
Analytics, Sentiment Analysis, Machine Learning, Deep Learning,
and social nets analysis. In addition, Al helps understand how people
interact with content and facilitates dealing with big data to
understand the general trends, hidden patterns, and exact preferences
of the audience. Moreover, it allows for tracking changes,
understanding feelings towards given issues or products, and
identifying the effect of advertisement campaigns on these feelings to
understand and predict the audience behavior, better target them ,
direct the marketing strategies, and establish good communication
with them.
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1. Introduction

Marginalized childhood, shaped by the absence of familial structures
and emotional anchoring, extends beyond legal definitions to reflect a
deeper cultural dislocation one where the child appears unmoored,
deprived not only of care but of language, memory, and recognition.
In such contexts, culture steps in to perform the role of surrogate,
constructing symbolic frameworks through which these fragmented
identities may be seen, named, and narrated. Within this dynamic,
visual media particularly children’s cinema emerges as a powerful
cultural apparatus that does not merely depict marginalized children
but actively reimagines them through emotionally charged visual
codes and narrative strategies. The cinematic image becomes a space
where the orphaned or socially excluded child is reshaped into a figure
of possibility one that challenges traditional notions of Kkinship,
identity, and belonging, and that often forges new modes of
connection  beyond the biological or institutional.  This
representational process raises critical questions about how childhood
at the margins is culturally modeled on screen: to what extent does
cinema reinforce narratives of lack and dependency, and to what
extent does it allow the child to emerge as an agent of transformation,
capable of reframing their own story from within the margins rather
than from beneath them? In exploring these questions through the
films Anastasia, Lilo & Stitch, and Belle and Sebastian, this study
examines how visual narratives construct and circulate symbolic
versions of marginalized childhood, not as static representations of
victimhood, but as complex sites of emotional, cultural, and ethical
negotiation within a broader postmodern discourse.

2. Self-Alienation and the Construction of Identity in Anastasia

The film Anastasia presents one of the most intense visual
articulations of marginalized childhood, where loss, exile, and
dislocation converge into an existential experience that tests the
boundaries of self-hood from the rupture of familial ties to the slow
reconstruction of identity. The story does not open with a natural
beginning, but rather with a traumatic break: the child’s fall from a
moving train marks the collapse of her narrative origin and initiates a
deep process of self-alienation (Abdallah, 2006, p. 117),® This
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alienation unfolds on two levels externally through the erasure of
home, name, and ancestry, and internally through the fragmentation of
memory. Anastasia no longer knows who she is or where she belongs;
her story is not that of a lost princess, but of an abandoned self-
navigating the void of forgetting.

In the absence of the family a symbol of continuity and identity the
film situates the orphan not as a passive victim, but as a narrative
agent in search of meaning. The quest for origin here is not merely a
longing for a biological past, but a symbolic journey toward self-
affirmation. Identity is reimagined not through blood alone, but
through recognition, memory, and emotional wholeness. This is
poignantly expressed in the scene where Anastasia sings: “My heart
says go back to the past, a past that knows who | am, a past with
family, where the future seems better than what might be”, (Bluth &
Goldman, 1997), The song is more than a lyrical moment it is an
intimate confession of her desire to belong, to be seen, and to reclaim
a sense of self that transcends loss.

The spatial choices in Anastasia are far from arbitrary; space in the
film is treated as a living entity one that first echoes fragmentation,
then enables the process of restoration. The orphanage, introduced
early in the narrative, is portrayed as cold, gray, and stripped of all
emotional resonance a physical extension of Anastasia’s inner void.
Later, the setting shifts to Paris, the so called "City of Lights" in
symbolic culture, which becomes the site of rebirth, where memory is
reclaimed through imagery, identity through movement, and lineage
through love. In this symbolic geography, belonging is no longer a
matter of biology, but a cultural and psychological project

(Mustafa, 2012, p. 163).

As the narrative unfolds, it becomes evident that the film’s concept of
"family" extends beyond blood ties. It is reconstructed through a
constellation of affective relationships, emotional symbols, and
moments of recognition, suggesting that the emotional stability of the
orphaned child relies not merely on the presence of parents, but on the
reconfiguration of memory and affect within a community capable of
offering affirmation (Erikson, 2005, p. 59). Thus, Anastasia’s
transformation from a lost child to a self-aware young woman does not
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hinge on the recovery of her royal status, but on her ability to reclaim
her inner ground and overcome the self-alienation that marked her
earliest rupture.

This thematic arc resonates strongly with developmental psychology,
which holds that identity is formed through genuine psychological
crises experiential thresholds that function as existential tests. Erik
Erikson, for instance, argued that the crisis of identity emerges when
individuals are unable to reconcile their internal desires with external
expectations (Hassan, 2014, p. 211). This tension is central to
Anastasia’s journey: she did not choose her orphanhood, but she does
choose the shape and meaning of her recovery. This view is also
aligned with symbolic interactionism, which links identity to social
recognition and contends that one’s existence becomes meaningful
only when acknowledged within a community that shares symbolic
frameworks and cultural values (Badawi, 2009, p. 92).

Although Anastasia is framed within the stylistic conventions of
children's animation, its narrative complexity extends well beyond the
simplicity of its form. Beneath its playful surface lies a rich
exploration of identity that resonates with contemporary Arab cultural
discourse, which views identity not as a fixed essence but as a
dynamic social construction, shaped by symbolic interaction with the
self, the other, and collective memory (Kamal, 2004, p. 85), In this
light, the film becomes more than a tale of a missing princess, it is a
meditation on self-formation in the visual language of childhood,
where myth and metaphor intertwine, and where visual storytelling
speaks to both child and adult sensibilities.

The theme of alienation deepens when read through the lens of
existential philosophy not merely as the loss of familial ties, but as the
more profound estrangement of the human being in a world stripped of
certainty. Anastasia’s journey is permeated with existential
questioning: Who am 1? Why am | here? Where do | belong? These
are not incidental curiosities but central to existentialist thought,
which posits that humans are not born with ready-made identities but
must forge themselves through choice, rebellion, and confrontation
with the absurd. Sgren Kierkegaard encapsulates this when he writes
that "man is nothing but possibility" (Sgren, 1983, p. 27).
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This existential possibility is vividly portrayed in the scene between
00:20:35 and 00:23:00, where Anastasia walks alone through the
snowy streets of Moscow. As she passes a large billboard that asks,
“Are you looking for your identity?” she pauses, looks at the name
“Anna” on her ID card, and appears to question even the letters that
define her. The city around her becomes a gray, muted void a space
emptied of meaning mirroring Albert Camus’ notion of the absurd in
The Myth of Sisyphus, where the world’s indifference forces the
individual toward either rebellion or annihilation (Camus, 1999, p.
45). Anastasia chooses rebellion not against the world itself, but
against oblivion, against her own erasure and thus begins the project
of self-creation.

A pivotal scene later in the film, at 00:48:05, shows her wandering
through the abandoned Parisian palace. There, memory returns in a
rush through music, scent, and image as she pieces together her past
from fragments of objects. This moment aligns with Jean Paul Sartre’s
claim that identity is not a pre-existing condition but a project,
invented through one’s engagement with the world. For Sartre, “man
is not what he is, but what he wills himself to be” (Sartre, 2009, p.
59), Anastasia’s return to the palace, then, is not a mere homecoming,
but a symbolic re entry into possibility the chance to choose not only
who she was, but who she wants to become.

This awareness culminates in the final scene at 01:20:10, when
Anastasia is offered a return to royal life and a restored title. Instead,
she chooses to leave that world behind and continue her life with
Dimitri. This decision embodies the existential act par excellence: the
refusal of an imposed essence in favour of a freely chosen existence,
even if uncertain and open ended. It is this triumph of freedom that
transforms Anastasia from a cartoon heroine into a fully realized
existential subject, one who shapes her own destiny not by what she
inherits, but by what she creates.

The experience of Anastasia moves beyond a tale of orphanhood to
touch on a deeper existential question: how do we reconstruct the self
in a world of erasure? How can one build an inner sense of belonging
when ties to family and place are broken? In the symbolic language of
children’s cinema, the loss of family becomes a powerful metaphor for
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human anxiety in a world that offers no certainties, and the film
transforms the child’s journey into a meditation on identity, memory,
and the search for meaning.

3. Marginalized Childhood and the Construction of Alternative
Family in Lilo & Stitch

In Lilo & Stitch, childhood shifts from a space of care to a space of
exclusion. Lilo is introduced not merely as an orphan, but as a child
positioned outside the bounds of social acceptance defiant, withdrawn,
and burdened by early emotional losses. She is, at once, the orphaned
younger sibling and a reluctant stand in for maternal care. What
appears on the surface as a whimsical tale about an alien fugitive
unfolds, in reality, as a poignant narrative of marginalization, where
the child is displaced not because she lacks biological belonging, but
because society fails to offer the emotional scaffolding necessary to
repair the rupture caused by loss.

Lilo’s orphanhood is intensified by a deeper absence: the lack of
symbolic structures of affection and guidance. Her marginality is
twofold social, as seen in her unconventional behaviour and the
rejection she faces from her peers, and psychological, in her desperate
yearning for a bond strong enough to restore a sense of wholeness.
This is powerfully conveyed in the scene at 00:15:12, where Lilo
clutches a photo of her deceased parents and says to her sister Nani,
“We’re not a complete family anymore.” For Lilo, family is not an
abstract idea but a tangible emotional reality held in hugs, voices, and
presence. Now, nothing remains. She is not merely an orphaned child,
but a being adrift in a world that withholds love unless one conforms
to its rigid expectations of behavior and discipline.

Another pivotal moment occurs at 00:30:45, when Lilo, by chance,
selects Stitch from the shelter not out of affection for a cute pet or the
simple desire for a toy, but from a deep inner impulse to forge a bond,
even if with an alien being. In that spontaneous act, she declares to the
world: I am still capable of loving, of building my own family. This
moment encapsulates the film’s radical reimagining of family not as a
fixed biological unit, but as a fluid and emotionally grounded
construct built on mutual care. Here, we witness what some scholars
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describe as alternative cinema, which seeks to decenter traditional
lineage in favor of emotional cohesion. It empowers the marginalized
child to create their own relational network, one rooted in affect rather
than ancestry (Badawi, 2009, p. 97).

Stitch, meanwhile, is not simply a fugitive alien; he stands as a sharp
metaphor for the "othered" outsider, the figure excluded from all
normative structures. His presence reconfigures the very definition of
family: no longer is one part of a family by birthright, but through the
capacity to generate meaning, warmth, and continuity within it. This
reframing is beautifully captured in the film’s iconic line spoken by
Lilo at 00:43:18: “Ohana means family, and family means nobody gets
left behind.” In this brief phrase, the film’s entire ethical vision
crystallizes family is not a given, but a chosen solidarity.

From a psychosocial lens, Lilo can be interpreted as a character
situated at the intersection of neglect and self-authorship. She
represents the child overlooked by society, yet determined to craft her
own network of affection and care no matter how unconventional.
This aligns with the theory of the "possible self" in developmental
psychology, which posits that individuals can transcend the limitations
of their present circumstances by imagining alternative versions of
themselves through new relational structures

(Hassan, 2014, p. 210).

At the same time, the film offers a subtle critique of institutional child
welfare systems. The character of Cobra Bubbles, the social worker,
embodies a cold, bureaucratic rationality one that prioritizes reports
and metrics over emotional realities. While the child struggles with
grief and emotional instability, the system demands proof of social
adequacy under fundamentally broken conditions. In this ironic
framing, the film gently satirizes a structure that expects maturity
from those still struggling just to survive (Mustafa, 2012, p. 174).

On the surface, Lilo & Stitch appears to celebrate the idea of an
alternative family; yet beneath that narrative lies a postmodern visual
discourse that challenges the foundations of traditional kinship. The
film disrupts inherited structures patriarchy, bloodlines, and
hierarchical authority by proposing a radically different origin for
familial bonds: shared vulnerability, emotional resonance, and the co
creation of meaning. In this space, Lilo whose voice has been muted
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by both educational and social systems constructs her own family unit
with an alien creature not even of human origin. Stitch, a genetically
engineered being, becomes a vessel for reimagining the very notions
of family, identity, and belonging.

This deep narrative subversion reflects postmodernist calls to
dismantle grand narratives and replace them with hybrid, decentred
frameworks. Stitch, once a hunted outsider without roots, evolves into
the emotional centre of a new, non-traditional household. In this
configuration, family loses its "sacred" and fixed quality, transforming
instead into a fluid, open ended construct. It becomes a text one that is
reinterpretable, unstable, and shaped by evolving contexts. Such a
vision echoes Lyotard’s proclamation of the end of master narratives
and the rise of fragmented, pluralistic subjectivities (Sanders &
Deblois, 2002).

In a deeply symbolic scene at minute 00:54:11, Stitch clutches a copy
of Frankenstein and utters, in a broken voice: “I’m broken... I can’t
find my family.” At this moment, the film reaches a philosophical
peak the synthetic, engineered creature is no longer a source of chaos
or threat, but a figure longing for care and belonging. By aligning
himself with the archetype of the rejected monster, Stitch becomes a
mirror for the child displaced from familial structures, while the film
subtly raises a profound question: can the artificial entity succeed in
preserving the emotional bonds that the “natural” human world has
failed to maintain? This tension calls to mind Jean Baudrillard’s
theory of simulacra and simulation, wherein the boundaries between
the real and the replica dissolve, and the copy displaces the original in
postmodern culture (Giovanni, 2021, p. 112).

Throughout the film, visual cues of advanced technological control
robots, surveillance systems, interplanetary enforcement ships,
bioengineered beings create a backdrop that gestures toward a
posthuman anthropology: a world where the human is no longer the
central axis of meaning, but rather shares space with hybrid, artificial,
or non-human entities. Within this landscape, Stitch emerges as a
reverse symbol of childhood itself cast out from every system, yet able
to reinvent his identity through emotional connection.
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Ultimately, Lilo & Stitch dismantles the conventional social model
and proposes an open emotional network that reorganizes relationships
through empathy rather than lineage. The film becomes a visual
parable for the modern subject navigating a fragmented world, shaped
by rising technologies, fluid identities, and the collapse of stable
structures. In this light, the story transcends orphanhood and raises a
deeper existential inquiry: how do we construct family in a world that
no longer acknowledges origins? And can the outsider the
manufactured, the strange, the discarded embody a more profound
humanity than the human itself?

4. Posthuman Affection and the Reconfiguration of Care in Belle
et Sébastien

In Belle et Sébastien, the collapse of conventional familial care paves
the way for a non-human alternative embodied in a wild dog who
gradually transforms from a creature marked as "dangerous” by social
norms into a living symbol of warmth, safety, and emotional
belonging. The relationship between Sébastien a marginalized,
orphaned child at the periphery of both geography and identity and the
dog Belle is not merely a touching tale of companionship; rather, it
unfolds visually as a symbolic dialogue about the humanization of the
animal and the disruption of anthropocentric hierarchies of care.

From the outset, Sébastien is denied any form of active emotional
nurturing. Raised by a foster grandmother in a remote and desolate
rural setting governed by nature’s harshness, war, and silence, the
child emerges as a product of a failed familial system. In the absence
of mother, father, and biological kin, the emotional vacuum in his life
is gradually filled by something unexpected: a stray dog, hunted and
wrongly accused of harming livestock. This creature, initially feared,
becomes the vessel through which the concept of familial security is
redefined no longer rooted in blood, but in shared vulnerability.

In a pivotal scene at 00:34:22, Sébastien approaches Belle for the first
time without fear, despite her dangerous reputation. As a fragile child
seeking connection, he recognizes in the exiled animal a kindred spirit
an emotional and existential mirror. This moment is not merely the
beginning of a friendship but marks a symbolic pact in which
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traditional kinship boundaries are redrawn. Belle becomes a maternal,
paternal, and protective figure not through speech or human traits, but
through ethical presence and emotional reciprocity.

Scenes like this invite a deconstructive reading of the film, in which
roles of care, protection, and belonging are redistributed outside the
rigid frameworks of what postmodern theorists call "fixed identities."
In this narrative, the human is no longer the exclusive source of
emotional anchoring; instead, non-human beings co create affective
environments. This shift challenges the supremacy of the human
species and contributes to what some theorists describe as symbolic
anthropocenic thinking or the emergence of the post human condition
(Vanier, 2013).

If Sébastien the orphaned, forgotten, and displaced child finds himself
through his bond with Belle, then the dog herself undergoes a gradual
symbolic humanization: from hunted beast to surrogate mother, from
fear to protection, from silence to inner communication. This dynamic
situates the film within a narrative of “post family,” where biological
ties give way to emotional trials as the new foundation for kinship.
The shift in caregiving no longer relies on inherited bloodlines but on
mutual recognition, shared vulnerability, and affective bonding born
out of crisis.

Even the setting reinforces this symbolic transformation. Snow
covered mountains, dense forests, border crossings, and wartime flight
suggest that nature itself becomes the new caretaker a quiet, intuitive
landscape that replaces domestic spaces. In this wilderness, the animal
assumes the role of an emotional guide, not through speech, but
through instinct, presence, and silent resilience. It is as if the film
proposes that salvation in today’s world no longer arrives from
another human, but from one who like the orphan exists outside the
accepted social order.

The symbolic richness of Belle’s character reaches its peak in a
pivotal moment at 00:49:12, when she saves Sébastien from sliding to
his death by pulling him to safety with her mouth. This gesture, while
rooted in animal instinct, echoes the tenderness and sacrifice of human
maternal care. From the lens of post anthropocentric philosophy, this
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act is not viewed merely as a natural reaction, but rather as a symbolic
reenactment of human roles a delegation of care to the non-human
(Giovanni, 2021, p. 173). The scene challenges the notion of the
human as the sole ethical center, offering a posthuman ethics of
empathy in which love and protection are not exclusive to our species
but shared across the boundaries of form and classification.

This scene vividly illustrates the cinematic deconstruction of the
traditional boundary between the human and the animal as conceived
in modernist cultures. Belle is not merely a companion; she emerges
as a moral agent, an emotional caregiver, and a counter symbol to the
stereotypical roles often imposed on animals within the framework of
human centred thinking. This aligns with Gilles Deleuze’s critique of
essentialist identities, which posits that being is not defined by its
place in a biological taxonomy, but rather by the nature of its
relationship with the other (Deleuze, 2017, p. 207).

From a behavioural psychology standpoint, the bond between
Sébastien and Belle can also be interpreted as a reprogramming of
behavioral patterns through unconditional emotional support. The
emotionally isolated child, deprived of secure attachment, shows
notable behavioral improvements after forming a bond with Belle-he
begins to sleep peacefully, ventures out to explore the world, and
gradually expresses nurturing behaviors, especially around minute
00:57:03. This transformation aligns with principles of attachment
based behavioral therapy, which recognizes that the presence of a
stable, emotionally attuned figure even if nonhuman can play a critical
role in regulating affect and fostering psychological resilience in
children (Erikson, 2005, p. 97).

Moreover, Belle serves as a symbolic mirror of Sébastien’s
fragmented self: she has no recognized family, no belonging to any
group mirroring the boy’s unknown parentage and social
displacement. Their shared condition of marginality creates a
compensatory dynamic in which care replaces absence, intuition
speaks in place of dialogue, and emotional bonding transcends
species. The film thus frames the humanization of the animal not as a
narrative embellishment, but as a deliberate strategy for reimagining
kinship and attachment outside conventional biological norms.
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In its visual and narrative depth, Belle et Sébastien transcends
traditional portrayals of animals by framing Belle not merely as a dog,
but as a transformative being a figure capable of guiding Sébastien
from isolation to connection, from silence to self-expression, and from
fear to presence. This transformation is not achieved through verbal
dialogue but through alternative languages those of the body, instinct,
protection, and emotional attunement which developmental
psychology considers vital in early childhood, especially in contexts
of trauma, loss, or familial disruption (Abdel Hamid, 2015, p. 66), The
film does not position Belle as a companion in the human centred
sense but as an autonomous moral system that redefines care,
protection, and belonging beyond the human biological framework,
raising the profound philosophical question: Is belonging a matter of
lineage, or of felt experience?

5. From Marginalization to Belonging

Three films, three narratives, three children cast out of the embrace of
normative worlds each rebuilding their existence from the backdoor of
abandonment, dislocation, and identity reconstruction. Anastasia, Lilo
& Stitch, and Belle et Sébastien do not share a linear narrative
structure, but they all converge on one existential question: can
belonging stem from the heart rather than the blood? This thematic
convergence grants these films a symbolic potency, although their
treatment of the theme varies in intensity and coherence. Anastasia,
with its enchanting visuals and nostalgic melodies, wraps loss in the
luxurious fabric of palaces and ballroom dances. While the film
explores the trauma of dislocation, it often avoids confronting
emotional pain, proposing a resolution too reliant on rediscovering
noble lineage as if identity only becomes whole when validated by
ancestry. It thus misses the deeper interrogation: do we become who
we are by knowing where we came from, or by choosing who we
become?

Conversely, Lilo & Stitch adopts a bolder stance, dismantling
conventional family models with playful irreverence and emotional
rawness. It positions the "alien" as a source of emotional coherence
and celebrates the wild, rejected child as a bearer of truth within a
flawed care system. However, in its postmodern aesthetic, the film
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sometimes trades emotional depth for stylistic disruption sacrificing
the weight of Lilo’s silent grief to comedic pacing and abrupt
dialogue, weakening the resonance of her abandonment. Still, Lilo
remains a piercing portrait of emotional neglect and yearning.

In contrast, Belle et Sébastien with its visual modesty and emotional
subtlety delivers the most intimate portrayal of fostered childhood. It
avoids visual extravagance and listens instead to snowfalls, animal
footsteps, and the gaze of a child. The bond between Sébastien and
Belle unfolds gradually, forming not just a friendship but an
existential pact between two outcasts who build a family without
documents or blood ties. Yet, the film sometimes underutilizes its
symbolic potential the war backdrop and natural vastness deserved
deeper philosophical exploration. Its narrative, while emotionally
pure, remains thematically cautious.

In the end, what remains is the echo of three voices different in
language, yet unified in pain. Anastasia poses the question of origin;
Lilo screams for unconditional care; and Sébastien listens to a
nonhuman creature to reinvent the meaning of family. Their
convergence lies not in choosing which film triumphs, but in
acknowledging how each builds a unique model of fostered childhood,
weaving identity, loss, belonging, and care into a contemporary visual
narrative that disrupts norms and opens fresh pathways for thinking
about what it means to be human when care is denied, and existence
must be rebuilt from emotional ruin.

6. Conclusion

This analytical exploration of cultural modelling in cinematic
representations of marginalized childhood through Anastasia, Lilo &
Stitch, and Belle and Sebastian yields several key findings and
insights:

All three films reconstruct childhood from the margins of loss and
exclusion, portraying the "rescued child" as an existential figure who,
though excluded from traditional family structures, is still capable of
rebuilding the self from emotional and social fragmentation.
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Anastasia, Lilo, and Sebastian each embody symbolic journeys of
belonging, where personal trauma intersects with broader cultural
structures. These individual quests reflect not only inner conflict, but
also the fragility of institutional frameworks meant to support the
child.

Cultural modelling in these visual narratives constructs alternative
meanings of family and identity, shifting the foundation from
biological ties to emotional reciprocity and care, challenging
hierarchical and normative kinship models.

Anastasia foregrounds existential alienation triggered by the rupture
of familial continuity, emphasizing memory as a tool of identity
recovery. However, it tends to simplify the complexity of inner loss
by resolving it through the symbolic return to heritage.

Lilo & Stitch offers a postmodern interpretation of family by
disrupting social centrality and re-centring the marginal. Yet, its
comic tone sometimes undermines the emotional depth of
abandonment and the silent pain of the neglected child.

Belle and Sebastian stands out for its emotional sensitivity and
humanistic tone, presenting an unconventional family forged through
shared isolation and danger. The animal becomes a revelatory
companion, redefining care beyond anthropocentric boundaries.

While Belle and Sebastian succeeds in presenting an emotionally
potent and visually intimate narrative, its symbolic humanization of
the animal raises philosophical and ethical concerns. Replacing the
absent human caregiver especially the maternal figure with a
nonverbal creature may unintentionally legitimize the erosion of deep
human bonds and normalize symbolic substitutes that fall short of full
emotional reciprocity.

These films resonate with major philosophical concepts such as self-
alienation, the fragmentation of family structures, animal
humanization, and the centrality of emotion in identity construction.
They also embody critical psychological and sociological
undercurrents reflecting the tensions of modern society.
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Ultimately, the three works draw a symbolic map of a world that no
longer offers clear answers to the marginalized child. Yet, they
simultaneously propose new narrative horizons where identity can be
reclaimed through risk, companionship, and openness to the Other
regardless of form.
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Abstract:

This study analyzes the Blockout 2024 campaign as a significant case of
how political expression is shaped within Al-driven digital environments. It
explores the construction and restriction of meaning through curated
language strategies like repetition, reduction, and omission, particularly
across platforms, such as Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok. The research
examines the symbolic and rhetorical tools—including images, slogans, and
hashtags— that encode protest discourse. It highlights algorithmic
censorship mechanisms, such as content deletion and restricted visibility that
reshape meaning as well as limit interpretive reach. The study also
investigates how algorithmic logic reinforces discursive closure and reduces
dialogic diversity. Methodologically, it adopts an interdisciplinary approach
combining digital sociology, semiotics, and discourse analysis, supported by
precise statistical tools. The latter provides in-depth insights into protest
discourse under algorithmic governance.

Keyword: Algorithmic censorship, curated-monitored language, Linguistic
bubble, pragmatic constraint, smart media economy

1. Introduction:

Amid the profound transformations reshaping the digital sphere,
language is no longer merely a tool for expression, it has evolved into
a monitored communicative architecture, governed by the authority of
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algorithms and procedural classification matrices that enforce
standardized models of speech and comprehension. The production of
meaning is now contingent upon what can be circulated without
censorship or encoded within linguistic frameworks capable of
bypassing automated and platform-based surveillance technologies,
this shift has given rise to hybrid linguistic patterns referred to as
Curated Language—a tactical response to the dominant digital actors
that regulate the flow of discourse, within this framework, the
sociolinguistic dimension converges with the architecture of the smart
media economy, where content is not only shaped by the logic of
influence but also by algorithms of selection, direction, and
suppression, This dynamic reconfigures the discursive sphere into
what can be termed a Linguistic Bubble.

The Blockout2024 campaign offers a vivid case study of this
phenomenon, serving as fertile ground for the emergence of
encrypted, pragmatic, and semiotic language strategies aimed at
circumventing algorithmic repression while preserving the protestive
and interactive core of the discourse. This study undertakes a
comprehensive analysis of the mechanisms of pragmatic censorship,
the rhetoric of algorithmic exclusion, and the evolving boundaries of
language as a tool of digital resistance. It seeks to establish a rigorous
scholarly understanding of meaning constraint—not merely as an
institutional act, but as a socio-cultural practice that crystallizes at the
intersection of power, technology, and discursive identity in the age of
intelligent media.

2. Problem Statement:

The contemporary digital sphere is undergoing profound
transformations in its discursive and linguistic structures. Language is
no longer a free expressive tool; rather, it has been operationalized
within intelligent systems that rigorously reshape discourse according
to algorithmic logic—particularly within a smart media economy
driven by targeting, filtering, and data extraction. Within this context,
language is reengineered in accordance with the imperatives of digital
control, giving rise to what can be termed Curated and Monitored
Language: a linguistic architecture produced within digital
environments that subject human expression to invisible forms of
surveillance and semantic reproduction dictated Dby filtering
algorithms, platform constraints, and the political economy of
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attention. These manufactured linguistic structures result in the
restriction of discursive meaning, narrowing the range of expressive
and interpretive possibilities. As a consequence, Linguistic Bubbles—
closed semantic environments—emerge, reproducing discourse within
epistemological and ideological echo chambers shaped by platform
logic and sustained through algorithmic repetition, these shifts in the
nature of digital language raise critical questions about discursive
authority, the transformation of symbolic production, and the
boundaries of linguistic agency within a communicative space
governed by algorithmic systems. Accordingly, this phenomenon
necessitates a sociolinguistic and pragmatic inquiry capable of
unpacking new modalities of symbolic domination and analyzing the
interplay between language and meaning in an era of automated
surveillance and control.

Building on this context, the present study is guided by the following
core research question:

What is the nature of curated and monitored linguistic structures
within the digital space of smart media platforms, and how do they
contribute to the restriction of discursive meaning and the formation
of closed linguistic bubbles in the case of the Blockout2024
campaign?

This central question branches into the following sub-questions:

v" What are the dominant linguistic and pragmatic patterns found in
the digital discourse surrounding the Blockout2024 campaign on
smart media platforms?

v" What are the semiotic and rhetorical features of curated and
monitored language as manifested in posts and interactions related
to the campaign?

v' What indicators point to algorithmic censorship interventions in
the campaign’s content (e.g., deletion, shadow banning,
suppression of hashtags, or restriction of reach)?

v" How have algorithmic mechanisms reshaped the meaning of the
Blockout2024 campaign and directed its semantic trajectory across
platforms?

v" What role have linguistic repetitions and trending hashtags played
in the production of closed Linguistic Bubbles around the
campaign’s discourse?

v" How have power relations among users (activists), platforms, and
algorithms been manifested in the management of the campaign’s
digital discourse?
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3. Significance of the Study:

This study derives its significance from its position at the intersection
of a complex epistemological triad: linguistic transformations within
the digital environment, algorithmic control over meaning, and the
articulation of discourse within the smart media economy, in a context
increasingly defined by algorithmic interventions in shaping
discursive interactions, digital language can no longer be considered a
neutral medium of communication. Instead, it has become a
battleground for pragmatic struggles and invisible mechanisms of
control that reproduce power through systematic linguistic filtering
and selection. The importance of this study lies in its aim to
deconstruct the notion of Curated and Monitored Language as a novel
semiotic and pragmatic phenomenon through which meaning is
directed and molded within automated communicative spaces. These
spaces subject language to the policies of platforms, market logics,
and algorithmic selectivity.

From an applied perspective, the study gains relevance by analyzing
the Blockout2024 campaign as an empirical case that reflects
emerging forms of control and provides a fertile ground for testing
hypotheses related to discursive restriction and the formation of
linguistic bubbles, furthermore, the study offers an original
contribution to understanding the mechanisms through which closed
discursive repetition is generated and meaning is reproduced under
algorithmic governance.

In doing so, it advances the development of new analytical tools suited
to the nature of contemporary digital discourse and opens the door to
critical reflections on the future of language, meaning, and power in
intelligent communication environments.

4.0Objectives of the Study:

v" To analyze the linguistic and pragmatic structures present in the
digital discourse related to the Blockout2024 campaign, by
identifying the dominant linguistic patterns that shaped its content
across various smart media platforms, and by describing the
discursive formation mechanisms operating within automated
digital environments.

v" To explore the semiotic and rhetorical features of curated and
monitored language through a detailed examination of the
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expressive strategies and semiotic symbols employed in meaning-
making throughout the campaign. This includes an analysis of the
rhetorical and persuasive techniques embedded within discourses
of censorship and algorithmic filtering.

v' To identify indicators of algorithmic censorship affecting the
campaign’s linguistic content, by tracing the interventions of
platforms—such as deletion, concealment, restricted access, or
automated rewording—thus highlighting the invisible mechanisms
that restructure meaning and frame user interaction.

v" To examine the mechanisms of semantic reproduction within the
framework of algorithmic selectivity, by investigating how
algorithms contribute to interpretive guidance and how digital
infrastructures participate in reframing the pragmatic dimensions
of discourse.

v' To assess the role of discursive repetition in the construction of
closed linguistic bubbles, by analyzing recurring linguistic patterns
and trending hashtags that facilitate the reproduction of enclosed
and ideologically insulated discourse, thereby generating
homogenous and isolated discursive environments.

v" To deconstruct power relations among digital actors—namely
users (activists), platforms, and algorithms—by critically
examining the limits of linguistic expression in spaces governed
by technical regulation and market logic, and by evaluating the
tensions between linguistic freedom and the algorithmic
governance of meaning within the digital public sphere.

5.Conceptual Definitions of the Study :

5.1 Curated-Monitored Language: this refers to a linguistic pattern
produced within digital platforms governed by artificial intelligence
and algorithmic systems, where content is surveilled and reshaped
through mechanisms of selection and control (Aleksic, 2024, p. 48), in
this context, language becomes a directed tool that no longer
necessarily reflects the speaker's intent but is reformulated according
to technical and market-oriented criteria that serve the interests of the
platform. (Gillespie, 2018, p. 14)

Operationally, it encompasses all observable linguistic phenomena
within the Blockout2024 campaign content that reflect the subjection
of discourse to mechanisms of algorithmic selection, deletion,
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filtering, or redirection—such as standardized vocabulary, recurring
hashtags, or reformulated expressions.

5.2Pragmatic Constraint : Refers to the restriction of language’s
ability to perform its communicative functions within digital spaces
due to the intervention of digital mechanisms (Herring, 2013, p. 129)
(algorithms, filtering systems, technical censorship) that limit the
diversity of intentions and steer speech acts toward predetermined
expressive patterns. (boyd, 2010, p. 45).

Operationally, it is measured by the extent to which the pragmatic
dynamism of language within the campaign is diminished—evidenced
by the dominance of repetitive or functionally narrow discursive
forms, the disappearance of interpretive diversity, or the absence of
multiple perspectives in digital posts and analyses.

5.3 Linguistic Bubble : Describes a condition of discursive closure in
the digital sphere, in which individuals interact within homogenous
discursive circles that continuously reproduce the same meanings and
symbols, this is driven by algorithmic filtering and repetition
mechanisms, which weaken critical interaction and reinforce
discursive isolation. (Pariser, 2011, p. 12)

Operationally, it is assessed through the repetition of hashtags and
phrases within the campaign content, discursive homogeneity, and the
limited presence of pragmatic plurality in discussions—indicating the
formation of a closed linguistic community that reproduces itself.

5.4 Smart Media Economy : An emerging media model based on
leveraging artificial intelligence and algorithms in content production
and distribution, whereby language and meaning are subordinated to
market logics and optimized for maximum engagement, this is
achieved through content personalization, attention steering, and data-
driven targeting, operating through mechanisms of precision targeting
and automated interactivity. (Srnicek, 2017, p. 65)

Operationally, it is reflected in the management of discourse within
the Blockout2024 campaign across platforms such as Instagram,
Twitter, and TikTok, by analyzing how attention is directed, priorities
are ranked, and content is selectively promoted based on commercial
criteria.
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5.5 Algorithmic Censorship : A form of invisible control exerted by
algorithms over digital content through techniques such as automated
deletion, restricted reach, content concealment, or engagement
suppression—without direct human oversight (Cobbe & Singh, 2020,
p. 500)This mechanism reproduces power in a technical form that
silently regulates meaning circulation. (Noble, 2018, p. 145)

Operationally, it is measured by observing instances of content
deletion, suppression of hashtags or posts related to the campaign, and
documenting concealment techniques or algorithmic visibility shifts
that affect the reach and pragmatic impact of meaning.

6. Theoretical Approach:

This study adopts a Critical Socio-Pragmatic Approach, rooted in the
convergence of contemporary sociolinguistic theories and digital
discourse pragmatics. It conceptualizes language as a tool of
domination and a mechanism for the reproduction of power within the
smart media environment. This approach maintains that digital
language is not a neutral symbolic system but a form of socially
structured action, technologically mediated and governed by
algorithmic systems that constrain meaning, classify agents, and
redirect pragmatic intentions within automated production contexts.
(Herring , 2004, p. 325)

From this standpoint, curated and monitored language becomes a
manifestation of symbolic and epistemic power relations, generating
linguistic bubbles that reflect the positioning of actors within closed
digital structures. (Zuboff, 2019, p. 242)The approach draws upon key
concepts from Speech Act Theory (Searle, Austin), Relevance Theory
(Sperber & Wilson), and Digital Sociolinguistics (Herring, boyd),
while also incorporating the sociological critique of platforms
(Zuboff, Gillespie, Srnicek) to understand how language becomes
subject to surveillance and algorithmic control within the frameworks
of the attention economy and surveillance capitalism. (Pasquale, 2015,
p. 101).

Applying this theoretical framework to the study, the research
embraces a critical socio-pragmatic sociolinguistic perspective,
positing that language within digital spaces is no longer a neutral or
benign communicative medium but has been subjected to
technological and market-driven structures through which new forms

Selma Ben Melit 94



ELWAHAT Journal for Research And Studies Vol (18)/Issue (2) (2025): 88-107

of symbolic and epistemic domination are exercised. Based on this
framework, three core theoretical hypotheses are proposed:

v Digital discourse is restructured within algorithmic networks that
control its meaning and pragmatic context.

v Algorithms do not merely organize content but also reproduce
power through invisible regulatory mechanisms that exert
rhetorical and semiotic influence.

v These environments foster closed pragmatic spaces, producing so-
called linguistic bubbles, wherein users are confined to repetitive
and homogenized discursive patterns that reinforce polarization
and undermine dialogic engagement.

7. Methodological Approach :

Given the nature of the research problem—which centers on
deconstructing curated and monitored linguistic structures, analyzing
forms of meaning restriction, and exploring the formation of linguistic
bubbles within the digital campaign Blockout2024—this study adopts
a qualitative descriptive-analytical method, supported by a discourse-
pragmatic digital analysis framework. This approach is particularly
well-suited, as it enables the researcher to provide a precise
description of the linguistic and semiotic structures manifested in
digital discourse and to analyze them within the technical and
algorithmic contexts in which they emerge. Furthermore, it facilitates
a deeper understanding of how meaning is constructed and directed
within communicative environments governed by platform logics and
automated surveillance mechanisms. This aligns with the dual
requirements of sociolinguistic and pragmatic analysis.

The methodology relies on qualitative tools such as discourse content
analysis, pragmatic framing, and semiotic deconstruction, allowing for
the tracking of selection and filtering indicators such as deletion,
repetition, rephrasing, and discursive closure. It is also consistent with
the nature of the study’s hypotheses, which do not seek quantitative
causal relationships, but rather aim to explore the dynamics of
language and meaning production within a complex digital context
where algorithmic power operates within a smart media economy.
Thus, the adoption of this methodology is grounded in a scientific
rationale that responds to: the nature of the topic, its pragmatic and
semiotic dimensions, and its applied model based on the analysis of a
real-world digital campaign.
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8. Research Corpus :

The research corpus in this study comprises digitally mediated
discursive content related to the Blockout2024 campaign, including
posts, tweets, and textual materials disseminated across key smart
media platforms such as X (formerly Twitter), Instagram, and
TikTok . This corpus is methodologically appropriate, as it constitutes
the actual communicative environment in which curated and
monitored language, pragmatic constraints, and linguistic bubble
formations manifest—core conceptual constructs that this study seeks
to deconstruct and analyze.The selection of this corpus is grounded in
the intersection between platform architecture and interactive
discourse, where these platforms offer diverse patterns of automated
linguistic interaction, shaped by algorithmic filtering and classification
mechanisms.

9. Sample of the Study:

In line with the nature of the research problem addressed in this
study—which aims to analyze the manifestations of curated and
monitored language and the mechanisms of constraining pragmatic
meaning within the Blockout2024 campaign—a purposive sample was
adopted. This sample consists of a deliberately selected set of digital
posts and interactive texts (tweets, posts, comments, hashtags, and
visual-verbal slogans) circulated across three major platforms that
represent the pillars of contemporary smart media: X (formerly
Twitter), Instagram, and TikTok. The sampling focused on a specific
time frame, from October to December 2024, during which the
campaign reached its peak in terms of digital circulation and public
engagement. The purposive sample is the most suitable choice for this
context, due to the qualitative and analytical nature of the study and its
direct focus on the linguistic and semiotic content produced within a
specific digital environment. The aim is not statistical generalization,
but rather theoretical and functional representation of textual
categories that clearly embody the features of curated and surveilled
digital language, and that reflect the hypotheses concerning the
formation of linguistic and discursive bubbles in algorithmic spaces.
The sampling process considered the diversity of interactions and
rhetorical-pragmatic patterns, with particular emphasis on content that
generated high levels of engagement (likes, shares, comments), or was
subject to evident moderation (deletion, restriction, alteration).
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9.1 Sample Size:

Given the qualitative and analytical nature of this study—which
focuses on deconstructing curated and monitored linguistic structures
and the formation of linguistic bubbles within the digital content of
the Blockout2024 campaign—the sample size was determined based
on the principle of theoretical saturation rather than conventional
statistical calculation. In qualitative research, samples are not
measured by numerical size but rather by their capacity to represent
symbolic, semantic, and discursive diversity within the studied
context. Accordingly, the study employed an analytical sample
composed of 150 textual-interactive units, distributed across the three
selected digital platforms: Twitter (X), Instagram, and TikTok.
Specifically, the sample includes: 60 tweets from Twitter, 50 visual-
verbal posts from Instagram, and 40 selected TikTok clips containing
embedded slogans or symbolic language.

10. Data Collection Instrument:

This study employed content analysis as the primary data collection
instrument, due to its methodological capacity to deconstruct the
discursive, semiotic, and pragmatic structures embedded within the
digital content of the Blockout2024 campaign. These structures are
closely tied to practices of algorithmic curation and symbolic
censorship, which give rise to what may be termed "curated and
monitored language.” Content analysis was chosen for its ability to
provide deep, interpretive readings of meaning that transcend the
surface levels of texts. It allows for the detection of recurrent
linguistic patterns, as well as the mechanisms of deletion,
concealment, and reformulation enacted by smart media platforms.
This method is particularly compatible with a sociolinguistic approach
that aims to dismantle the symbolic authority of language and analyze
pragmatic structures within automated digital environments.

10.1 Unit of Analysis: The study adopted the Interactive Textual Unit
as its basic unit of analysis. This includes:

v A standalone tweet or a connected thread on Twitter (X)

v" A textual or visual post on Instagram, including its interactive
comments

v" A short video on TikTok that features linguistic-semiotic elements
(e.g., speech, captions, hashtags)
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10.2 Content Analysis Categories: The analysis categories were
organized into three intersecting dimensions that reflect the core
research domains:

v' Linguistic-Pragmatic Category: Directive or mobilizing speech
acts; forms of protest and dissent; the use of symbolic or encrypted
language; pragmatic formulations prone to deletion or user
reporting.

v Semiotic-Rhetorical Category: Visual symbols with ideological
charge; the interplay between image and text in meaning-making;
the use of metaphorical and rhetorical figures.

v Algorithmic-Censorship Category: Indicators of automated
restriction, deletion, or reporting; presence of platform-imposed
moderation cues (e.g., hidden posts, content warnings);
reformulations or linguistic strategies used to circumvent digital
censorship.

This instrument—with its carefully defined units and categories—
enables an in-depth analysis that contributes to the understanding of
meaning-making mechanisms within a digital environment where
language is subject to technological and market-driven constraints.
Such a framework aligns precisely with the study’s objectives,
research questions, and the formation of linguistic bubbles in the
smart media economy.

11. Instrument Validity and Reliability Instrument Validity:

Validity is one of the most critical methodological criteria for
evaluating the quality of data collection tools. It refers to the extent to
which an instrument accurately measures the studied phenomenon and
reflects the conceptual reality it belongs to. Within the framework of
this study—which adopts a qualitative—quantitative content analysis
approach to digital discourses using semiotic and pragmatic analytical
tools—instrument validity was ensured through both face validity and
content validity. The analytical categories were constructed based on
the theoretical foundation of the study and the conceptual framework
of constrained digital discourse, in alignment with the research
objectives and questions. This approach guarantees comprehensive
coverage and ensures the interpretive adequacy of the proposed
analytical categories.
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The content analysis form was submitted to a panel of experts
specializing in digital media, discourse analysis, and pragmatic
linguistics, who reviewed it for logical consistency and structural
representation of categories and units of analysis. Their evaluations
confirmed that the instrument accurately represents the domains of the
studied phenomenon—namely, the rhetoric of constraint and the
disassembly of the tongue—while also accounting for the semiotic
and pragmatic relationships embedded within digital content in smart
media environments. This reinforces the conceptual and content
validity of the instrument. Therefore, the tool’s validity in this study
extends beyond structural and formal verification to include the
functional manifestation of the analytical categories within the digital
communication environment, ensuring theoretical-field alignment and
lending scientific credibility to the anticipated findings.

12. Instrument Reliability: To verify the reliability of the content
analysis instrument developed for this study—designed to measure the
pragmatic and semiotic dimensions of digital media discourse within
an artificial intelligence-mediated environment—the Cronbach’s alpha
coefficient was used to assess internal consistency across the
analytical categories. The reliability analysis yielded the following
values:

Table 01: Overall Reliability Coefficient (Cronbach’s Alpha) of the
Content Analysis Instrument Based on the Interactive Textual Unit and
the Three Analytical Categories Across Digital Platforms (Twitter,
Instagram, TikTok)

Analytical No. of o (o} o} Overall
Category Iltems | Twitter | Instagram | TikTok o
Linguistic- 6 0.869 0.855 0.847 0.857
Pragmatic
Category
Semiotic- 5 0.838 0.824 0.812 0.825
Rhetorical
Category
Algorithmic- 5 0.854 0.840 0.827 0.840
Censorship
Category
Overall 16 — — — 0.848

Source: Prepared by the researcher based on the outputs of SPSS v25
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The elevated overall reliability coefficient (o = 0.848) indicates a high
degree of internal consistency for the content analysis tool,
underscoring the stability and credibility of the analytical indicators
across the three platforms. The highest alpha value was observed in
the Linguistic—-Pragmatic category (a = 0.857), reflecting the clarity
and precision of the linguistic constructions used for directives,
mobilization, and pragmatic encoding. These indicators are
particularly sensitive to digital communicative contexts. Likewise, the
Semiotic and Algorithmic-Censorship categories also yielded high
reliability coefficients, further supporting the tool’s wvalidity in
capturing elements of visual meaning and manifestations of digital
regulation—especially within platforms characterized by fluid
algorithmic and interactive dynamics, such as Instagram and TikTok.
These findings confirm that the tool was developed through a
methodologically rigorous process that accounted for the integration
of all three analytical dimensions, thereby establishing its suitability
for measuring the interrelated textual, visual, and algorithmic
interactions that shape the discourse of contemporary digital
campaigns.

13. Applied Dimension of the Study:
13.1 Technical Overview of the Blockout2024 :

Campaign Blockout2024 was a global digital movement that gained
momentum in the context of the Israeli assault on Gaza in 2024. The
campaign was spearheaded by activists and users across various social
media platforms—particularly TikTok, Instagram, and Twitter—with
the aim of exerting symbolic and moral pressure on celebrities and
influencers who remained silent about the ongoing violations or who
demonstrated implicit or explicit alignment with the aggressor. The
campaign is built around the strategy of “digital blocking” or
“symbolic boycott” through the mass use of the block feature,
constituting a decentralized collective response to media complicity
and elite silence. The significance of this campaign lies in its role as a
sociolinguistic model of interactive resistance within the digital
sphere. It redefined the meaning of digital silence, transforming it
from a personal stance into a socially condemned sign. The campaign
also revealed new discursive dynamics in which language, imagery,
and hashtags are deployed as tools of symbolic and moral counter-
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restraint—what may be described as a form of “intelligent grassroots
cancel economy.”

13.2 Discussion and analysis of results:

Table 02: Statistical Distribution of the Linguistic—-Pragmatic Category
by Platform

Subcategor | Twitt | Instagra | TikTo | Tot | Percenta | Mean | Standar
y er m k al ge (%) | Score d
Deviatio
n

Symbolic 30 15 10 55 | 36.67% | 18.33 8.50
Language /
Encoding

Objection/ | 18 15 12 45 | 30.00% | 15.00 6.25

Resistance

Expression
S

Mobilizati 6 12 12 30 20.00% | 10.00 3.46
on/ Calls
to Action

Pragmatic 6 8 6 20 | 13.33% | 6.67 1.15

Deletion /

Reportable

Expression
S

Total — 60 50 40 150 | 100.00% — —
Linguistic—
Pragmatic

Category

Source: Prepared by the researcher based on the outputs of SPSS v25

The quantitative distribution of the Linguistic—Pragmatic category
reveals that Twitter ranked highest in the use of symbolic and encoded
language, with 30 tweets out of a total of 60 (50%). This reflects a
highly encrypted expressive mode likely adopted to evade algorithmic
censorship. Instagram, by contrast, exhibited a balanced deployment
of symbolic language (15) and objection/resistance expressions (15),
indicating a dual visual-verbal strategy in framing protest discourse.
Meanwhile, TikTok showed stronger representation in the categories
of mobilization/calls to action and objection (12 each out of a total of
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40), suggesting a reliance on dynamic and visual content to activate
rapid forms of digital mobilization and collective persuasion. The
highest standard deviation recorded in the “symbolic language”
category (8.50) points to significant variation across platforms in the
use of this discursive mode, whereas the low deviation in the
“pragmatic deletion” category (1.15) indicates a high degree of
convergence among platforms in the minimal use of this pattern.
Taken together, these findings suggest that the campaign’s digital
ecosystem strategically leveraged the rhetoric of encryption and
mobilization, with relative variation across platforms reflecting the
affordances and constraints unique to each medium in processing and
circulating distinct discursive forms.

Table 03: Statistical Distribution of the Semiotic—-Rhetorical Category
by Platform

Subcategory | Twitt | Instagra | Tik | Tot | Percentag | Mean | Standard
er m Tok | al e (%) Score | Deviatio
n

Image-Text | 12 25 13 | 50 | 33.33% | 16.67 5.51
Relationship

Charged 15 13 12 40 26.67% | 13.33 1.53
Visual
Symbols

Hybrid 18 10 7 35 23.33% | 11.67 4.58
Rhetorical
Techniques

Metaphors 15 2 8 25 16.67% 8.33 5.25
and
Allegorical
Expressions

Total — 60 50 40 150 | 100.00% | — —
Semiotic—
Rhetorical
Category

Source: Prepared by the researcher based on the outputs of SPSS v25

The results reveal a strong presence of the Image—Text Relationship
category on Instagram, with 25 out of 50 posts (50%), aligning with
the platform’s inherently visual nature. Here, text—Vvisual combinations
play a pivotal role in conveying encrypted meanings and embedding
ideological discourse within an indirect expressive framework.
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Twitter, on the other hand, leans toward hybrid rhetoric, evidenced by
18 out of 60 tweets that integrate condensed linguistic expressions
with carefully selected symbols, reflecting a high-density linguistic
economy suited to the tweet’s format and textual constraints.
Moreover, the employment of metaphor and semantic manipulation
accounts for 25% of Twitter’s tweets, indicating a rhetorical strategy
that capitalizes on the power of insinuation. For TikTok, the Image—
Text Relationship and Charged Visual Symbols categories appear in
near-equal proportions (13 and 12 out of 40 clips, respectively),
highlighting a reliance on dynamic visual combinations for meaning
production, particularly within digital resistance contexts that
necessitate symbolic condensation without explicit declaration. The
high standard deviation in Metaphors and Allegorical Expressions
(5.25) points to significant variation among platforms in employing
this pattern, as it appears marginalized on Instagram compared to
Twitter and TikTok. Conversely, the low deviation in Charged Visual
Symbols (1.53) reflects a consistent pattern of usage across all three
platforms. These findings collectively indicate a nuanced and strategic
deployment of semiotic—rhetorical media, aligned with the distinctive
characteristics of each platform: while Instagram is dominated by
integrated image—text content, Twitter is distinguished by
metaphorical and hybrid rhetoric, and TikTok intensifies its presence
through dynamic symbolic visual expressions tailored to the nature of
short, direct video content.

Table 04: Statistical Distribution of the Algorithmic—Regulatory
Category by Platform

Subcategory | Twitt | Instagr | TikT | Tot | Percenta | Mean | Standa

er am ok al ge (%) | Score rd

Deviat

ion

Overt 25 10 10 45 | 30.00% | 15.00 | 8.66
Censorship
Indicators

Reformulation/ | 20 12 10 42 | 28.00% | 14.00 | 5.29
Rephrasing

Dissemination 10 15 13 38 | 25.33% | 12.67 2.52
Restriction

Automated 5 13 7 25 | 16.67% | 8.33 4.16
Deletion/Report

ing

Selma Ben Melit 103




ELWAHAT Journal for Research And Studies Vol (18)/Issue (2) (2025): 88-107

Total — 60 50 40 | 150 | 100.00 — —
Algorithmic— %
Regulatory
Category

Source: Prepared by the researcher based on the outputs of SPSS v25

The results of the table highlight a clear dominance of Twitter in overt
censorship indicators, with 25 instances recorded out of 60 tweets
(41.6%) involving explicit warnings, blocks, or alert notifications.
This prevalence is attributed to the sensitivity of hashtags and high
reporting rates, especially in campaigns of a political nature or those
opposing traditional media institutions. Conversely, dissemination
restriction is notably prominent on Instagram (15 cases) and TikTok
(13 cases), where algorithms operate invisibly to reduce content reach,
particularly when using banned hashtags or repeatedly posting visual
content classified as violating guidelines. This form of censorship is
covert yet effective, adversely impacting the dynamics of organic
content spread. The reformulation category appears as an interactive
mechanism to counteract censorship across all platforms, particularly
on Twitter (20 cases), where users resort to modifying terms or
altering symbols and spellings to evade automated filtering. Instagram
and TikTok also demonstrate a moderate presence of this strategy,
reflecting a growing digital awareness to resist automated filtering. It
is noteworthy that automated deletion/reporting is more prevalent on
Instagram (13 cases), indicating an active role of collective reporting
mechanisms or preventive censorship compared to other platforms.
Statistically, the high standard deviation in overt censorship indicators
(8.66) reveals significant variance among platforms, with Twitter
uniquely characterized by its high incidence rate. In contrast, the low
deviation in dissemination restriction (2.52) suggests stability of this
regulatory pattern across platforms, indicating it as a quasi-constant
digital censorship method. These findings clearly reveal divergent
patterns of digital censorship across platforms: overt and reactive
censorship intensifies on Twitter, while silent/algorithmic censorship
dominates on Instagram and TikTok. Furthermore, the data underscore
the evolving user strategies of re-encoding and reformulation to
circumvent deletion or suppression of reach, reflecting a complex
interactive structure wherein automated regulatory behaviour
intertwines with the discursive practices of activists.

14. Study Results:

Selma Ben Melit 104




ELWAHAT Journal for Research And Studies Vol (18)/Issue (2) (2025): 88-107

Content analysis of the interactive discourse surrounding the
Blockout2024 campaign revealed that the selected and regulated
linguistic structures tend to constrain pragmatic meaning through
the adoption of reductive discourse and systematic symbolic
condensation. This contributes to the formation of closed semantic
patterns that reproduce ideas within a limited discursive space,
thereby supporting the hypothesis of the emergence of digital
"linguistic bubbles."

It was found that the dominant linguistic and pragmatic patterns in
the campaign’s digital discourse rely on direct propaganda lexicon
and easily recyclable militant slogans (e.g., "Boycott," "Don’t Stay
Silent," "Participate”), reflecting a clear response to the demands
of the digital economy predicated on attention economy and
pragmatic reduction.

Semiotic and rhetorical analyses demonstrated that the selected
language is characterized by dense symbolism and constructivism
through the strategic use of emotive imagery (victims, blood,
flags, masks), alongside repetitive hashtags that function as
powerful framing mechanisms directing meaning.

The study identified significant indicators of algorithmic
censorship, manifested in the partial or total removal of hashtags,
reduced reach, and interaction disruption. These practices reshape
reception according to covert regulatory mechanisms that control
meaning and limit its dissemination across platforms.

It was evident that digital algorithms contribute to reshaping
pragmatic meaning by prioritizing certain content over others
through access arrangements and display hierarchies. This bias is
reflected in the systematic privileging of some discursive
interactions while marginalizing others, reinforcing the hypothesis
of invisible censorship.

The findings showed that linguistic repetition, reliance on popular
hashtags, and circular discourse led to the creation of closed
discursive spaces with similar linguistic structures, fostering
communicative closure and constraining semantic plurality. This
substantiates the concept of the "linguistic bubble" within smart
media.

The study concluded that the discursive structure of the
Blockout2024 campaign reflects a pragmatic struggle between
users and algorithms, where algorithms continuously redirect
discourse according to digital power dynamics, revealing a clear
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divergence between users’ intentions and platform governance.
This raises critical questions about the limits of freedom of
expression in digital spaces governed by artificial intelligence.

15. Conclusion:

In light of the analytical and statistical findings, the Blockout2024
campaign stands as a significant case reflecting transformations in
digital discourse within the realm of smart media. The campaign
demonstrates how selected linguistic structures intersect with
algorithmic platform logic, producing new discursive patterns
characterized by reduction, repetition, and symbolic condensation.
The study reveals that, despite its activist and rights-based orientation,
the campaign does not operate outside the framework of soft
surveillance imposed by digital platforms—whether via algorithmic
tools or closed communicative architectures. The results affirm that
the digital sphere does not generate meaning freely and openly; rather,
it reshapes it according to technical parameters governed by artificial
intelligence and the dynamics of the news economy.

Moreover, the language employed in campaign content
functions not merely as a means of expression but is also subject to
programmed selection mechanisms that steer its discursive trajectory
and reframe it within narrowly defined linguistic bubbles. The study
also reveals a clear rupture in power dynamics within the digital
space—between user agency and platform authority—where
algorithms emerge as a mediating force that recalibrates discourse and
limits its circulation under the pretext of security or implicit alg

orithmic rationality.
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Abstract:

This study examines Algeria’s demographic transformation from 1961 to
2024 using official statistics, academic research, and policy analysis. It
reveals a major demographic shift: fertility dropped from 8.4 children per
woman in 1970 to 2.8 in 2024, and life expectancy rose to nearly 80 years.
While the working-age population represents 66%, Algeria has not fully
benefited due to high youth unemployment and labor market barriers. Aging
is accelerating, with 7% of the population now over 65. Marriage rates are
falling, and divorce rates are rising, reflecting deep social changes.
Urbanization driven by internal migration has strained infrastructure, while
international emigration of skilled youth fuels a growing brain drain. The
lack of reliable migration data hampers policymaking. The study calls for
integrated reforms: improve reproductive health, reform pension and
healthcare systems, boost employment especially for women and youth and
create a National Migration Observatory to support evidence-based,
inclusive demographic planning.

Keywords: Demographic transition, fertility, labor market challenges,
migration, population aging

l. Introduction

At the 1984 World Population Conference in Mexico, Algeria
declared that “the demographic issue constitutes the main cause of
underdevelopment.” This stance had already been articulated in the
general report of the 1980 Five-Year Plan, which stated that “active
efforts to reduce birth rates have become essential to improving the
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efficiency of our economic development and to sustainably and
satisfactorily meeting the population’s social needs.” In response, a
demographic policy was adopted with the goal of reducing the
population growth rate from 3% to 2% by the year 2000. A national
family planning program was progressively implemented through a
growing number of maternal and child health centres, aiming to
reduce what was then considered an excessively high fertility rate.
Since then, population growth control has been treated as a key
national economic objective.

This strategy was largely inspired by international programs
and recommendations, later adapted to Algeria’s specific context. In
1989, a cooperation agreement with the UNFPA. The primary donor
was established to support the National Population Growth Control
Program (PNMCD). Key goals included increasing contraceptive
prevalence and raising public awareness about the risks that rapid
population growth poses to individual, familial, and societal stability.

The Algerian government expressed its commitment to
expanding access to various contraceptive methods, with the aim of
doubling the usage rate. The program emphasized the development of
service infrastructure, along with public education and awareness
campaigns, all within a voluntary framework that respects individual
freedom of choice and avoids coercive measures.

As a result, by 1986, the natural population growth rate fell below 3%
for the first time since independence. The Total Fertility Rate (TFR)
also dropped to 5.42 children per woman, down from nearly 8 in
1970.
This study seeks to address the following core question: What are

the recent demographic trends in Algeria?
The adopted methodology is structured around two main components:

o Data collection methods

e A descriptive and analytical assessment based on official
statistics from the National Office of Statistics (ONS).
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Il. Literature Review:

a) Flici, Farid & Hammouda, N.-E: Mortality Evolution in Algeria:

What Can We Learn About Data Quality?

The authors analyze mortality trends in Algeria from 1977 to 2015,
focusing on the reliability and coverage of statistical data. They
demonstrate that, despite significant improvements in public health,
data quality remains uneven, particularly in rural areas. The study
confirms the ongoing decline in general and infant mortality rates
while emphasizing the growing challenges associated with
demographic aging. This work is essential to understanding the
methodological basis underpinning demographic indicators in
Algeria (Hammouda, 2021).

b) Belaroussi, C. : Changes in Population Structure in Algeria

This article explores the progressive transformation of Algeria’s
demographic structure over the past two decades. Belaroussi
highlights a decline in fertility, a reduced proportion of youth
within the population, and a projected increase in the elderly
population. He underlines how these demographic shifts are
reshaping the country’s economic and social dynamics, particularly
through a shrinking demographic dividend and future strains on
health and pension systems. The article also outlines policy
pathways for adapting to these structural changes

(Belaroussi, 2024).

c) Saidi, F. A., Phinzi, K., & Molnar, E. (2023): Urbanization in
Algeria: Toward a More Balanced and Sustainable Urban
Network?

This article examines the relationship between urbanization
and demographic distribution in Algeria. The authors emphasize
the overconcentration of population along the coastal areas and
inter-wilaya imbalances. They advocate for a more equitable
territorial development strategy through the strengthening of
intermediate cities and the modernization of inland infrastructure,
with the aim of reducing internal migratory disparities and
fostering spatial demographic equilibrium (Saidi, 2023).
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I11.  Demographic Trends in Algeria (1961-2024)

Algeria’s demographic trajectory from 1901 to 2024 illustrates a
gradual shift from a traditional demographic regime characterized by
high birth and death rates to a more modern profile marked by
declining natural population growth. In the early 20th century, crude
birth and death rates stood at approximately 37.6%0 and 32.8%o,
respectively, resulting in a natural increase of less than 0.5% (ONS,
2024) .

The demographic transition began accelerating in the 1930s,
spurred by colonial-era public health initiatives that reduced mortality.
Following independence in 1962, Algeria experienced a demographic
surge: the crude birth rate peaked at 50.1%0 in 1970, while natural
population growth reached a record 3.42% in 1967. This boom was
fueled by ongoing declines in mortality (UNFPA, 2019), driven by
expanded access to primary healthcare and improved living standards.

In the 1980s, Algeria institutionalized a national family planning
policy with support from the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA). This program promoted contraceptive access and public
awareness to reduce fertility. As a result, the birth rate fell from
48.5%0 in 1961 to 31.0%0 in 1990, and further to 18.5%0 by 2024,
according to recent figures from the National Office of Statistics.
Mortality rates continued to decline, stabilizing around 4.5%o from the
2000s onward (see Figure 1). The natural growth rate, which exceeded
3% in the 1970s, dropped to 1.52% in2024, indicating Algeria’s
transition into an advanced stage of demographic change.
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Figure 1: Evolution of Natural Population Growth Rate in Algeria
(1901-2024)
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Source: Compiled from National Office of Statistics (ONS) data.

Despite this slowdown, population growth remains positive,
necessitating adaptive public policies. These must address key
challenges including job creation (Bessaoud, 2018), urban expansion,
population aging, and rising pressure on social infrastructure and
public services.

3.1. Age Structure of the Algerian Population

An analysis of Algeria’s 2024 age pyramid shows a population
that remains relatively young but clearly reflects the demographic
deceleration initiated in the 1990s.
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Figure 2: Age Pyramid of the Algerian Population, 2024

Age pyramid in Algeria 2024
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Source: Compiled from National Office of Statistics (ONS) data.

Approximately 29% of the population is considered
economically inactive and biologically non-reproductive. This ratio
was even higher in earlier decades; for example, in 1977, the birth rate
was 45.02%o, a reflection of post-independence fertility and traditional
family norms. The peak birth rate of 50.12%0 was recorded in 1967.
Since the late 1980s, Algeria has seen a marked fertility decline,
driven by multiple factors: widespread adoption of family planning,
broader access to modern contraceptives, delayed marriage, rapid
urbanization, and shifting social norms.

By 2024, the working-age population (15-64 vyears) is
estimated at around 31.4 million representing 66% of the total
population (see Figure 2). This proportion has remained relatively
stable since 2008 but remains above the global average. Theoretically,
this demographic structure presents an opportunity for a “demographic
dividend,” (Bloom, 2003) wherein a large working-age population can
drive economic growth. However, this potential is constrained by
persistent structural issues, including high unemployment, labor
market rigidity, and pronounced regional disparities. These challenges
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continue to exert pressure on social services, particularly in housing,
education, and healthcare. The elderly population (65 years and over)
is projected at 3.34 million in 2024, accounting for 7% of the total
population. Although still modest, this share has been steadily rising,
pointing to the growing structural impact of aging. Addressing this
shift will require long-term planning, particularly regarding healthcare
infrastructure, pension systems, elder autonomy, and sustainable
financing for social protection.

Life expectancy at birth rose significantly from 51.15 years in
1965 to 77.80 years in 2019a gain of 26.65 years. Gender-wise,
women experienced a greater increase (27.43 years) compared to men
(26.08 years) over the 1965-2019 period. This upward trend reflects
both advancements in medical science and a general improvement in
living conditions, contributing to Algeria’s remarkably low mortality
rates.

3.2. Mortality Trends

Between 1990 and 2023, mortality in Algeria followed a
generally declining trajectory, disrupted briefly by the COVID-19
pandemic. The crude deathrate fell from 5.80%o in 1990 to 4.68%o in
2019, before rising sharply to 5.99%o in 2020 as a direct result of the
pandemic. It then resumed its downward trend, reaching 4.15%o in
2023.In absolute terms, the number of deaths ranged from 145,000 in
1990 to 192,000 in 2023, with a pandemic-related peak of 258,000
deaths recorded in 2021. This exceptional surge is directly attributable
to the health crisis, which overwhelmed the national healthcare
system, generated significant excess mortality,and delayed the
treatment of chronic diseases.

Despite this temporary disruption, life expectancy at birth
continued to rise, averaging 79.6 years between 2020 and 2023, and
surpassing 81 years for women in 2023a historic national milestone.
These gains reflect Algeria’s progression through the epidemiological
transition, characterized by reduced infant and maternal mortality,
improved access tohealthcare, and sustained investment in medical
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infrastructure.Nonetheless, chronic non-communicable diseases
particularly cardiovascular illnesses and cancer remain the leading
causes of death, especially among older adults (APS, 2020). These
trends may constrain future improvements in life expectancy. Overall,
the long-term decline inmortality reflects substantial public health
progress, but it also signals new challenges related to aging and the
rising burden of non-communicable diseases.

3.3. Fertility Trends

All recent demographic studies and national surveys confirm a
significant and sustained decline in fertility in Algeria. As illustrated
in Figure 3, the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) was exceptionally high in
1970around 8.50 children per woman partially due to a rebound effect
following the postponement of births during the War of Independence.

Figure 3: Evolution of Algeria’s Total Fertility Rate (1970-2024)
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Source: Compiled from National Office of Statistics (ONS) data.

Fertility began to decline steadily in the 1980s, with the TFR
dropping t06.24 by 1985 and 4.5 by 1990. This decline was largely
driven by the implementation of the National Population Growth
Control Program (PNMCD).However, between 1986 and 1993, the
pace of decline slowed, becoming more gradual. Over the long term,
Algeria has experienced a dramatic reduction in fertility. The TFR fell
from 8.4 children per woman in 1970 to 2.8 in 2024. This decline
marks a profound transformation in reproductive behavior beginning
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in the late 1970s. The TFR dropped to 6.9 by 1977, 5.3 in 1986, 3.5 in
1996, and reached 2.7 by the year 2000.

This sustained decline is the cumulative result of multiple
interrelated factors: widespread access to family planning, improved
availability and use of contraceptive methods, increased female
education, and a general trend toward delayed marriage. Since the
early 2000s, fertility has stabilized around three children per woman,
with minor fluctuations. In 2024, the TFR stands at 2.8, approaching
the generational replacement threshold. This demographic shift carries
significant implications for Algeria’s age structure, labor market
outlook, and long-term policy planning particularly concerning
population aging, healthcare demand, and social protection systems.

3.4. Marriage and Divorce Trends in Algeria

Between 1990 and 2024, Algeria's marriage and divorce
patterns underwent substantial shifts, mirroring deep-rooted
socioeconomic, demographic, and cultural transformations. From
1990 until the early 2010s, the country saw a consistent increase in
marriages, culminating in a peak of nearly 388,000 unions in 2013.
However, beginning in 2014, this trend reversed, with a progressive
decline becoming more pronounced after 2020.

By 2023, the number of registered marriages had dropped to 278,664,
reducing the crude marriage rate to6%oa level comparable to the early
2000s (see Table N°01).This contraction correlates with the shrinking
cohort of individuals aged 20 to 34, who account for80% of all
marriages. This age group declined from 10.9 million in 2015 to 9.8
million in 2023 (ONS, 2019).

Economic hardship is a central driver of this decline. Persistent
unemployment, precarious job markets, ongoing housing shortages,
and the increasing financial burden of marriage including wedding
expenses, dowries, and social expectations have become significant
deterrents for young people, especially amid rising inflation.
Simultaneously, Algeria is undergoing a cultural shift. Higher
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educational attainment particularly among women increased access to
the labor market, and a growing preference for personal autonomy are
reshaping traditional perceptions of marriage. The decline in early
unions, the rise of individualism, and the extension of the pre-marital
singlehood period all point to a broader generational transition.

Table N°01: Trends in Marriage and Divorce in Algeria (1990-2023)

Gradual increase Moderate divorce Youthful population;

in marriages rate (~11% in 2005) traditional family
norms

Peak nuptiality Rising divorce Post-conflict

(~10%o in 2013)

(~14% in 2010 —
16% in 2015)

recovery;
demographic rebound

Onset of steady Accelerated rise in Structural
marital decline divorce (~21% in demographic
2019) changes; rising

female autonomy

Sharp drop in Crude divorce rate COVID-19;

2020, rebound in 2.02%o; 33.5% economic strain;
2021, renewed relative divorce rate  evolving family
decline structures

Source: National Office of Statistics (ONS)

Meanwhile, divorce rates have increased dramatically. From
31,000 in 2005, the number of divorces surged to 93,402 by 2023
nearly athreefold increase (ONS, Démographie algérienne,N°890.,
2024). The crude divorce rate reached 2.02%o in 2023, up from 1.52%o
in 2019. The divorce-to-marriage ratio rose to 33.5%, indicating that
one in three marriages now ends in separation.

This rise in marital instability can be attributed to several
factors: premature or impulsive unions, mismatched expectations,
family or societal pressures in partner selection, and the influence of
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social media. Early years of marriage have become particularly
vulnerable to breakdown. Additionally, legal reforms especially the
2004 revision of the Family Code have eased divorce procedures and
strengthened women's rights. Increased female education and financial
independence have reduced tolerance for unfulfilling marital
relationships.

In sum, the sharp drop in marriage rates, coupled with rising
divorce rates, reflects a fundamental reconfiguration of family
behavior in Algeria. The traditional model of lifelong marriage is in
decline, giving way to more individualized life paths shaped by
evolving norms and values. This transformation presents significant
challenges for social policy, youth support mechanisms, and legal
frameworks, which must now adapt to these emerging realities.

3.5. Migration Dynamics in Algeria: Trends, Challenges, and
Implications

Migration patterns in Algeria are difficult to analyze due to
scarce and fragmented statistical data, particularly concerning
international migration and the recent influx of Sub-Saharan migrants.
National population censuses offer limited insight into internal
mobility, and data on Algerian emigrants often rely on foreign sources
such as Eurostat or INSEE, raising issues of comparability. The
absence of an integrated national system to monitor migration flows
hampers accurate assessments of scale, profiles, and trends posing a
major obstacle to policy formulation and demographic planning.

3.5.1. Internal Migration

Internal migration remains a defining feature of Algeria’s
demographic landscape. Population flows are largely directed from
rural areas to urban centers, especially toward major cities such as
Algiers, Oran, Constantine, and Annaba, as well as newer hubs in the
south like Ouargla and Ghardaia. This urban migration is driven by
economic incentives (employment and services), environmental
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pressures (land degradation and water scarcity), and social aspirations
(better living conditions).

According to the National Statistics Office, around 65% of the
population now lives in urban areas up from 30% in the early 1970s
(ONS, bulettin statistique N° 769, 2023). This rapid urbanization has
intensified pressure on infrastructure, worsened housing shortages,
overwhelmed public services, and contributed to unregulated urban
sprawl.

3.5.2. International Migration

Algeria has historically been a country of emigration. Since the
1960s, large numbers of Algerians have migrated abroad, primarily to
France, but also to Spain, Canada, and Germany. Initially
economically motivated, emigration patterns have evolved to include
both low-skilled workers and highly qualified professionals resulting
in a growing brain drain. Recent emigration is often drivenby
persistent unemployment, social stagnation, economic insecurity, and
political dissatisfaction.

Irregular migration by sea particularly through the harraga
phenomenon remains a visible symptom of youth disenchantment. In
2023 alone, the International Organization for Migration recorded
over 6,000 attempted crossings from Algeria to Spain (I0M, 2023).
On the other hand, Algeria remains relatively closed to international
immigration. However, inflows from Sub-Saharan countries, such as
Niger, Mali, and Guinea have increased. While many of these
migrants are in transit toward Europe, a growing number settle
temporarily in southern Algerian cities or work in the informal sector.
Algeria lacks a comprehensive legal framework to manage this
migration, raising concerns over migrant rights, integration, and
public security.

To address this strategic data gap, it is essential for Algeria to
establish a National Migration Observatory. This institution should
be equipped with the legal, technical, and statistical tools necessary
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for systematic tracking and analysis of migration flows. Such a body
would enhance the state's capacity to formulate evidence-based
migration policy, monitor regional demographic imbalances, and
engage more effectively in international migration diplomacy.

Conclusion:

Algeria’s demographic evolution from 1961 to 2024 reveals a
marked transition from a regime of high natural growth to a
structurally more complex configuration. The substantial decline in
fertility, the steady rise in life expectancy, and the transformation of
family behaviors reflect an advanced stage of demographic transition.
However, these changes have not translated into an effective
demographic dividend, due to persistent structural constraints such as
youth unemployment, territorial disparities, and inadequate
employment policies. The progressive aging of the population, the
sharp rise in divorce rates, and migration dynamics characterized by
significant brain drain and unbalanced urbanization pose major
challenges to social cohesion, the sustainability of welfare systems,
and spatial planning. The lack of reliable data on internal and
international migration further hinders the development of informed
and adaptive public policies.

In light of this demographic reconfiguration, Algeria must reassess
its strategic priorities. An integrated, evidence-based approach is
urgently needed to strengthen healthcare and pension systems,
promote employment particularly among women and youth plan for
the adaptation of urban infrastructure, and establish a National
Migration Observatory. Without such a structural shift, the
demographic-induced strains may intensify, ultimately undermining
Algeria’s medium and long-term socioeconomic development
prospects.
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Abstract:

Guidance programs have received significant attention from researchers
and therapists. It has thus become a prominent feature of psychological
services programs. Planning and implementing it has become an essential
skill for counselors or psychological specialists, given its significant impact
in finding solutions to many psychological, social, and academic problems.
Based on this, we will attempt, through this intervention, to shed light on
guidance programs in terms of their concept, characteristics, and features.
We will then address the theoretical foundations for constructing guidance
programs and the strategies used in them, adopting the descriptive approach
because it is appropriate for such studies.

Keywords: Characteristics of guidance programs, design stages, guidance
programs, school environment

1. Introduction

Psychological guidance is one of the services that aim to help the
individual to achieve self-realization and develop his abilities and
capabilities so that he can solve his problems and achieve
psychological, social and personal harmony. Educational institutions,
especially the university, have begun to provide psychological
guidance services in the form of programs. “Hence, the need has
become essential and fundamental to provide reliable sources for the
purpose of opening new horizons for students and trainees to
familiarize them with modern guidance methods in guidance practice

Corresponding Author: boufares abderrahmane: boufares@univ-adrar.edu.dz



ELWAHAT Journal For Research And Studies Vol ( 18)/Issue (2) (2025): 122-139

and to present guidance programs through realistic models of some of
the problems that some individuals in society are exposed to, while
providing appropriate solutions for them” (Riyadh Nayel Al-Amsi,
2015, p. 10).

It is notable that guidance programs have recently occupied a
distinguished position in terms of their ability to identify the problems
that individuals suffer from, their causes, and the factors that
contributed to their emergence. Hence, it has become necessary for
those practicing the guidance profession to possess various basic
knowledge and skills to design and implement these programs and to
develop guidance plans appropriate for individuals and groups that
need these services.

Through this intervention, we will attempt to shed light on the subject
of designing guidance programs in terms of the concept,
characteristics, theoretical foundations for their construction, and the
strategies used in them.

Study Questions: Through this study, we will attempt to answer the
following questions:

- What is the concept of guidance programs?

- What are the most important features and characteristics related to
guidance programs?

- What are the theoretical foundations for